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Speaker focuses on the 


politics of Holodomor 
commemoration 


Edmonton’s ceremony disrupted 


by Stalinist 


By Marco Levytsky 

The guest speaker at Edmon- 
ton’s Holodomor commemoration, 
held at City Hall, November 16, 
focussed on the politics of Holodo- 
mor commemoration as opposed 
social reality as it happened 83 
years ago. 

And to prove just how Holodo- 
mor denial is becoming politicized 
in a new Putinist world order, this 
year’s ceremony was disrupted by 
man who came in off the street 
holding up a portrait of Soviet 
dictator Joseph Stalin, who perpe- 
trated the genocide of millions of 
Ukrainians in the 193075, shouting 
“liars” and Nazis” at the people 
gathered for the solemn occasion. 

He was escorted out of the build- 
ing by City Hall security personnel. 

In his keynote address, Dr. 
Volodymyr Kravchenko, Direc- 
tors of the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies at the University 
of Alberta noted that during the 
1930’s many Western politicians 
knew about the Holodomor, “but 
pretended that they didn’t for po- 
litical and ideological reasons.” 


Publication Mail Agreement 
#40007679, paid at Edmonton, 
Alberta. 
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Dr. Volodymyr Kravchenko 


As refugees from Ukraine began 
revealing the truth after World War 
II, Western intellectuals “dismissed 
testimonials of Ukrainian survivors 
considering them being biased and 
driven by anti-Communist and na- 
tionalist sentiments.” 

“The 50" anniversary of the Ho- 
lodomor broke the silence. This 
time Ukrainian communities in US 
and Canada joined their efforts with 
the newly established academic in- 
stitutes of Ukrainian studies at Har- 
vard and University of Alberta and 
got a political support,” he added. 

Among some of the events which 
added to the awareness were: 

° The erection of the world’s first 
public Holodomor memorial in Ed- 
monton in 1983; 

* The initiation of the Harvard 
Famine Project in 1980, when two 
professional historians, Drs. James 
Mace and Dr. Robert Conquest, 
were invited to carry on research 
on the Famine. The project resulted 
with the first academic monograph 
on the topic written by Robert Con- 
quest, “The Harvest of Sorrow: 
Soviet Collectivization and the 
Terror-Famine,” published in 1986; 

« The first major scholarly con- 
ference on the Ukrainian famine, 
organized by Canadian scholars, 
Roman Serbyn and Bohdan Kraw- 
chenko, in Montreal in 1983. 

“As a result, the Holodomor has 
become widely known in the West 
and has been shown to be ‘one 
of the most terrible slaughters of 
people in human history.’ The Ho- 
lodomor has gained recognition as 
a legitimate subject of research. 

“Several facts have been estab- 
lished: that the famine was man- 
made, a direct result of the delib- 
erate policy of the Stalin’s regime; 
that at least several million Ukrai- 
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Христос Раждається! 
Славім Його! 


Mary and Jesus by Dominika Когіак 


Dominika Koziak is a Ukrainian-Polish artist from Edmonton. She learned 
Iconography at the Prosopon School ої Ісопоіоду in New York. She accepts 
commissions for Icons, and sells her work from the ACUA Gallery. She can be 
reached at dominikakoziak@hotmail.com. 


Christ is Born! 
Let us Glorify Him! 


Христос Раждається! Славім Його! 


Andrew J. Hladyshevsky, О.С. 


AR DENTONS 


dentons.com 


ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
СЛАВТЕ ЙОГО! 
ВЕСЕЛИХ І ЩАСЛИВИХ СВЯТ 


БАЖАЄ ЕДМОНТОНСЬКА 
СТАНИЦЯ ПЛАСТУ 


edmonton@plast.ca | www.plastedmonton.org 


УКРАЇНСЬКЕ НАЦІОНАЛЬНЕ 
ОБ'ЄДНАННЯ КАНАДИ 


Відділ в Едмонтоні 


УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ДРАМАТИЧНИЙ 
ТЕАТР "СУЗІР'Я" 


УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ МУЗИЧНИЙ 
АНСАМБЛЬ "РУТА" 


ВІНШУЮТЬ ВАС 


Жінка кладе шматок хліба до Меморіалу жертвам Голодомору 
пам'ять жертв голодоморів, в результаті яких загинули мільйони людей. 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, 


у Києві. 26 листопада, в Україні вшановують 


Dec. 8-31, 8 - 31 грудня, 2016 
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Голодомору передували 5,000 
селянських повстань - В'ятрович 


Віталій Портников, Радіо Свобода 

Голодомором 1932-33 років 
Сталін «вбивав український 
національний рух», бо боявся, 
що Україна може вийти зі складу 
СРСР. Про цев ефірі Радіо Свобо- 
да заявив Володимир В'ятрович, 
директор Українського інституту 
національної пам'яті. Він за- 
значив: «Кінець 1920-х - поча- 
ток 1930-х років - Україна по- 
вставала. Було близько 5 тисяч 
повстань, в яких брало участь 
близько мільйона людей». А 
нині, за словами історика, пла- 
ни Путіна щодо «відновлення 
російської імперії розбиваються 
об український рух, об Україну». 

Віталій | Портников: Tema 
нашої сьогоднішньої розмови - 
Голодомор і пам'ять. 

Я хочу почати нашу розмову 
не з якихось траурних спогадів, 
з яких, як правило, починають- 


ОРГАНІЗАЦІЯ УКРАЇНОК КАНАДИ 
ІМ. ОЛЬГИ БАСАРАБ 


Відділ в Едмонтоні 


МОЛОДЬ УКРАЇНСЬКОГО 
НАЦІОНАЛЬНОГО ОБ'ЄДНАННЯ 


УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ТЕАТР-СТУДІЯ 
"ДЖЕРЕЛО" 
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Щирі побажання міцного здоров'я, щастя, 


чистої води в криниці, в полі пшениці, 
хліба-солі на столі і погоди на душі! 


ся всі програми і всі дискусії 
про Голодомор, про пам'ять про 
Голодомор. Я хочу почати цю 
розмову з власного міркування 
про те, що, скажімо, я не вірю в 
концепцію народів-жертв як таку 
міфологічну концепцію. 

Є багато країн, які намагають- 
ся виховати населення в цьому 
міфі цього «народу-переможця». 
А є країни, які фактично занурю- 
ються в цю ідею народу-жертви. 

I в мене було таке враження, 
що коли тільки почалася ця тема 
Голодомору, можливо, через те, 
що про неї боялися говорити в 
радянський час, можливо, тому, 
що такою була позиція влади 
в часи Віктора Ющенка, про 
українців говорили саме як про 
народ-жертву. У що я не міг про- 
сто повірити. Відчувалася якась 
фальш в цьому. Тому що я прожив 
всі ці роки, бачачи це українське 
суспільство, як суспільство гото- 
ве до зриву у будь-який момент, 
навіть не в такий страшний, як 
були часи сталінщини. 

І от це питання: 
український народ 
народом-жертвою? 

- Абсолютно ні. І навіть історія 
Голодомору є прикладом того, 
як українці повставали проти 
радянської політики. Врешті-решт 
сам Голодомор був в очах Сталіна 
вирішальним ударом у відповідь 
на те, що він називав страхом 
втратити Україну. Ще те, що він 
відчував, що Україна повстає, що 
незабаром «Україну можемо втра- 
тити». Він про це писав у своєму 
листі 1932 року. I абсолютно не 
дарма. Кінець 1920-х - початок 
1930-х років - Україна повстава- 
ла. В Україні було близько 5 ти- 
сяч повстань, в яких, за докумен- 
тами ГПУ, брало участь близько 
мільйона людей. 

Можна собі уявити, наскільки 
масштабними були ці акції 
протесту, наскільки масштаб- 
ною була ця боротьба, яка 
справді ставила під загрозу зрив 
планів Сталіна щодо побудо- 
ви модернізації якоїсь світової 
імперії. Він прекрасно розумів, 
що без України створити таку 
імперію є неможливим. Він пре- 
красно розумів, що головний 
чинник, який може цьому за- 
вадити - це якраз український 
національний рух і цей спротив. 
І через це було завдано такого 
страшного удару - Голодомор. 
Тобто вбивство Голодомором. 

— Цікаво, з точки зору нашого 
сприйняття радянської історії, 
початок 1930-х - це вже був та- 
кий час , я сказав би, усталеності 
більшовицького режиму, коли 


чи був 
покірним 


вже була диктатура, коли фак- 
тично все вже було вирішено... 

- Насправді ні. 

- А, виявляється, що Сталін 
жив думкою втрати України? 

-- Абсолютно. Він прекрасно 
розумів, що ситуацію станом 
вже на середину 1932-го він не 
контролює. Він втрачав контроль 
навіть над своєю Комуністичною 
партією, тому що тут місцеві 
комуністи часто були готові ста- 
вати в певну опозицію до тієї 
політики, яка проводилася у 
Москві. 

-Івіній не довіряв, принаймні. 
Так? 

- Власне, через це він їй і не 
довіряв. 

Очевидно, що ця картина 
якогось повного контролю над 
суспільством на початку 1930 
років абсолютно перебільшена. 
В інакшому випадку, справді, 
не були б можливі ці тисячі по- 
встань, які сталися. 

Насправді MH po. we | 
дізнаємося тільки Tenep 1 
тільки з внутрішніх документів | 
карально-репресивної системи. | 
Очевидно, про це не писали га- | 
зети, очевидно, про це не писали | 
навіть у партійних документах. | 
Про це писали тільки документи 
цієї самої карально-репресивної | 
системи, яка, з одного боку, | 
була інструментом / боротьби | 
проти цих повстань, а з другого | 
боку, була зобов'язана подавати | 
керівництву реальну ситуацію | 
про те, що робилося. Ї 

Відповідно Сталін отриму- | 
вав таку інформацію. Він знав, 
що справді він на межі того, що | 
Україна може відірватися від | 
СРСР. Ї 

— Давайте просто спробуємо | 
зрозуміти, якою була ця атмос- | 
фера. Тому що, мені здається, | 
що все ж таки в радянській Росії | 
була справжня громадянська 
війна між прихильниками черво- | 
них, між прихильниками білих, | 
монархістів, між прихильника- 
ми Установчих Зборів, можливо, 
якоїсь більш демократичної ідеї. | 
Воювали різні армії. Більшовики 
виграли цю війну. Правда? 

- А це була війна росіян між! 
росіянами. 

— Росіян між росіянами. Так. 

- У нас інший характер. Тре- 
ба розуміти, що все ж таки 
більшовизм, очевидно, попри TE, | 
що було чимало прихильників 
більшовизму і серед українців, 
був в першу чергу і головним чи"| 
ном привнесений ззовні. Тобто| 
на багнетах з Росії. | 

І те, що зараз називають яки- 

Прод. на ст. 18) 
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Participants of the Holodomor commemoration on Parliament Hill 


Holodomor commemorated 
on Parliament Hill 


(UCC National)—On Novem- 
ber 29, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, in partnership with the 
Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Friendship Group and the Embassy 
of Ukraine in Canada, held a sol- 
emn commemoration in Canada’s 
Parliament to mark the 83rd аппі- 
versary of the Holodomor Famine- 
Genocide in Ukraine. 

In 1932-33 the totalitarian re- 
gime of Soviet dictator Joseph 
Stalin sentenced the Ukrainian 
nation to death by starvation. Mil- 
lions of children, women and men 
were condemned to death because 
of the Ukrainian peoples’ aspira- 
tion for independence, their desire 
to speak their language and main- 
tain their culture and traditions. 
The fourth Saturday of November 
is designated Holodomor Memor- 
ial Day in Canada. 

Hosted by the Canada-Ukraine 
Parliamentary Friendship Group 
(CUPFG), the Holodomor Com- 
memoration on the Hill was at- 
tended by dozens of Members of 
Parliament and Senators, and the 
Ukrainian Canadian community of 
Ottawa. 

Borys Wrzesnewskyj | (МР, 
Etobicoke-Centre), the Chair of the 
CUPFG, was Master of Ceremon- 
ies for the Commemoration. Nadia 
Zeiem, daughter of Holodomor 
survivor Halyna Zelem, lit the 
ceremonial candle. Wrzesnewskyj 
recognized Mr. Ian Ihnatowycz, 
Vice-Chair of the UCC Advisory 
Council, community leader and 
producer of the motion picture Bit- 
ter Harvest. 

Rev. Fr. thor Okhrimtchouk 
and Rev. Fr. Peter Galadza led the 
opening prayer for the victims of 
the Holodomor. 

Chrystia Freeland, Minister of 
International Trade, spoke on be- 
half of Prime Minister Trudeau. 
Minister Freeland stated, “Today, 
we stand with Ukrainians in sombre 
reflection of this ghastly event and 
reaffirm our steadfast vow to never 
stay silent in the face of violence 
or hate in any form. We honour the 
memories of the Holodomor vic- 


Yanukovych charged with treason 


(RFE/RL)—Former Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukoyych denied or- 
dering police to fire on protesters during the violent demonstrations that 
roiled the country nearly three years ago and forced him to flee the country. 

The statements — made on November 
— mark the first testimony from the 66-year-old given to a Ukrainian 
court over the violence in February 2014 that killed dozens. 

They also came as Ukrainian prosecutors used a pause in the pro- 
ceedings in Kyiv on November 28 to announce formal treason charges 


against Yanukovych 


Yanukovych was testifying as a witness in the trial of five former riot 
police officers accused of carrying out the shootings, which killed 82 


protesters. 


tims by ensuring that successive 
generations never forget the pain- 
ful lessons of the past.” 

Peter Kent, speaking on behalf 
of the Leader of the Opposition, 
stated, “In 2008, Canada became 


the first country to officially recog- і 


nize the Holodomor as genocide. 


The Ukrainian famine, perpetrated | 


by the communist regime of Josef 


Stalin, remains one of the most J 


atrocious crimes against humanity 
ever committed. The Conserva- 


tive Party of Canada will continue 


to stand steadfast in support of the 
people of Ukraine.” 


Linda Duncan (MP, Edmonton- | 
Strathcona) spoke on behalf of the Й 


New Democratic Party Caucus. 


She stated, “It is important that Й 
as elected officials we continue to Й 
stand together in speaking against Й 
Including | 


any current atrocities. 
in Ukraine. Towards this goal it is 
equally important that we support 
the efforts of the Canadian-Ukrain- 
ian community to educate Can- 
adians on the atrocities suffered 
during the Holodomor.” 

Andriy Shevchenko, Ambas- 
sador of Ukraine to Canada, of- 
fered heartfelt remarks on behalf of 
the Government of Ukraine. [hor 
Michalchyshyn, CEO of the UCC, 
thanked everyone in attendance 
for participating in the Holodomor 
Commemoration on the Hill. 

Rev. Fr. Okhrimtchouk and Rev. 
Fr. Galadza led the closing pray- 
er, and those in attendance sang 
Вічная Пам'ять (Eternal Mem- 
ory). 

Rising in the House of Сот- 
mons earlier in the day, Julie Dze- 
rowicz (MP -- Davenport) invited 
Members of Parliament to visit the 
Holodomor National Awareness 
Tour Mobile Classroom, 

The mobile classroom, a 40- 
ft RV, which has been travelling 
across Canada, provides students 
with an innovative learning experi- 
ence about social justice, human 
rights and democratic values in 
relation to the genocide by famine 
which killed millions of Ukrain- 
ians. The Government of Canada, 


28 via video link from Russia 


Христос 
Раждається! 


Season’s Greetings and 
Best Wishes for a Happy 
New Year! 
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Edmonton-Strathcona 
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multiculturalism grants and con- 
tributions program, has provided a 
three-year grant valued at $1.5 mil- 
lion to support this project. 
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St. Michael’s Long Term Care Centre 
Millennium Pavilion Seniors Lodge 


smhg.ca | 780-473-5621 


Vegreville Manor 
Spruce Grove Manor 


Ліга Українських 
Католицьких 
Жінок Канади 
Крайова Управа 
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У таке світле свято, 

яке дарує людям віру в чудеса, 
хочемо побажати віри 

у все найкраще і добре. 

Нехай Різдво Христове приносить 
додаткові сили і непереможний дух. 


Христос 
Рождається! 


Христос 
| Раждається! 
Славім Иого! 


Братство Українців Католиків Канади, 
Управа Едмонтонської Єпархії 


Brotherhood Of Ukrainian Catholics In Canada 


Edmonton Eparchial Executive 
#201, 9645 — 108 Avenue, 


Edmonton, Alberta T5H 1A3, Tel. 780.426.4505 


Email: info@ucbcedmonton.org, 
Website: www.ucbcedmonton.org, 
Fax: 780.426.7364 
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Людина Манафорта 
організовує 
інавгурацію Трампа 


(Голос Америки) -Багато- 
річний діловий партнер амери- 
канського політтехнолога Пола 
Манафорта, Рік Гейтс відіграє 
провідну роль в організації 
офіційної церемонії інавгурації 
новообраного президента 
США Дональда Трампа, яка 
відбудеться 20 січня 2017 року 
у Вашингтоні. Про це повідомив 
журналіст-розслідувач видання 
Yahoo news Майкл Ісікофф. 

Гейтс, який офіційно He 
входить до складу перехідної 
адміністрації Трампа, займає 
посаду головного заступника 
голови інавгураційного комітету, 
який шочолює близький друг 
Трампа Tomac Баррак, зазначає 
стаття Yahoo news. 

Рік Гейтс близький до Пола 
Манафорта, колишнього очіль- 
ника виборчої кампанії Дональда 
Трампа, який вимушений був 


Eparchial Executive 
2015 — 2017 


His Excellency Bishop 
David Motiuk 


Spiritual Advisor 
Fr. Danylo Kuc 


Ambassador 
Hon. Ed Stelmach 


Past President 
John Boyko 


President 
Orest Boychuk 


Vice President 
Mark Kopinec 


Treasurer 
Ed Hladunewich 


Secretary 
Greg Balko 


Director of 
Communications 
Joe Synyshyn 


Разом з колядою желаєм Вам щиро, 


Website: www.dniprochoir.com 
Email: info@dniprochoir.com 


Щоб Bam все було весело й мило. 
Щасти Вам, Боже, а Ваша хата 
На щастя й радість хай буде багата, 
Добро хай приходить з кожного боку. 


Веселих Свят 
і щасливого Нового року! 
Wishing you all the joys and happiness 
of the Christmas Season. 
Ukrainian DNIPRO Ensemble of Edmonton 


Irena Szmihelsky, Artistic Director 
Gloria Zaharia, Assistant Conductor 
Irena Tarnawsky, Accompanist 


«...Хай на небі зірка ясно засіяє, 
а воля в Україну нехай поспішає.» 


залишити свою посаду на тлі 
низки «українських» скандалів, 
включно із оприлюдненням у 
світових ЗМІ інформації про 
буцімто отримання ним значних 
сум готівки від Партії регіонів. 

Манафорт заперечував, що 
отримував «неофіційні виплати 
готівкою» від Партії регіонів. 

Манафорт працював з 
Януковичем щонайменше з 2005- 
го до 2014 року, зазначає ВВС. 

«Один з колишніх лідерів Партії 
регіонів та неодноразовий керівник 
виборчого штабу Партії регіонів 
Борис Колесніков розповів, що 
саме Манафорт був ключовою 
фігурою | для електоральних 
перемог», - пише ВВС. 

Національне | антикорупційне 
бюро України y серпні 
повідомляло про розслідування 
з приводу «чорної бухгалтерії» 
Партії регіонів, заявивши і про 
перевірку даних про отримання 
Манафортом готівкових платежів. 

«Серед прізвищ осіб у списку 
так званої «чорної бухгалтерії» 
Партії регіонів, яку за заявою 
В.Трепака розслідують детективи 
Національного антикорупційного 
бюро України, значиться з-поміж 
інших Пол Манафорт. Відповідно 
до списків, на витрати, пов'язані 
з даною особою, починаючи з 
20.11.2007 року було виділено 
загалом понад 12,7 мільйонів 
доларів США», - повідомляло 
тоді НАБУ. 

«Світові ЗМІ також повідомляли 
про те, що Манафорт та Гейтс 
виступили посередниками, які 
сприяли найму двох впливових 
Вашингтонських фірм у якості 


лобістів Партії регіонів ї під 
прикриттям бельгійської 
некомерційної організації. 


Відповідно до джерела близького 
до уряду України, ці закиди 
вилились у перевірку | ФБР 
діяльності Манафорта на предмет 
порушення законодавства США, 
яке регулює діяльність лобістів 
закордонних урядів в Америці», — 
пише Yahoo news. 

У ході виборчої кампанії 
у США табір суперниці 
Дональда Трампа  демократки 
Гілларі Клінтон та критично 
налаштовані | щодо Трампа 
ЗМІ використали «українські 
скандали» | Манафорта | для 
підтримки тези про близькість 
самого Дональда Трампа до 
«проросійських сил». 

«Провідному раднику Трампа 
виписали 12,7 мільйонів доларів 
проросійські сили в Україні. І 
це лише верхівка айсберга», - 
повідомив офіційний ‘Twitter 
Гілларі Клінтон у середині серпня. 

Працював з Партією регіонів 
і сам Pix Гейтс, який був 
заступником Манафорта під час 
роботи того з ПР. Ім'я Іейтса 
згадується i в позові Юлії 
Тимошенко шпроти бізнесмена 
Дмитра Фірташа, який розглядав 
та відкинув суд Нью-Йорка. 
У тексті позову Гейтса було 
названо «агентом» Фірташа. 

Манафорт після завершення 
виборів з знову з зблизився 13 
табором Дональда Трампа. 

Видання Bloomberg News 
повідомляє, що Пол Манафорт 
контактує з віце-президентом 
Трампа Майком Пенсом та іншими 
членами перехідної адміністрації, 
а також головою інавгураційного 
комітету Томасом bappakom, 3 
яким | Манафорта пов'язують 
гривалі стосунки. 
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Trump’s Pentagon pick says Russia 
‘dangerous,’ Putin possibly ‘delusional’ 


By Rowan Scarborough, 
The Washington Times, Dec. 6, 2016 

President-elect Donald Trump and 
his incoming defense secretary hold 
decidedly different views on Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, potentially 
creating a policy breach on how to 
handle an iron ruler who laments the 
passing of the Soviet empire. 

While Trump has praised Putin 
as a “strong” leader in an exchange 
of compliments, retired Marine 
Corps Gen. James N. Mattis said 
in May 2015 that among world 
threats “in the near term, I think the 
most dangerous might be Russia.” 

“T would just tell you that as you 
look at the Russia situation, I think 
it is much more severe and much 
more serious than we have acknow- 
ledged,” the defense secretary-desig- 
nate told a gathering at The Heritage 
Foundation, a hub of conservative 
thought in Washington. 

His rare public lecture as a civilian 
featured some of his most expansive 
views on global security since his re- 
tirement in 2013 after leading U.S. 
Central Command. At the time of 
his talk, Russia had annexed parts of 
Ukraine and was months away from 
sending combat aircraft and troops 
into Syria, changing the Middle East 
balance of power. 

“There is the potential, I believe, 
that Putin has unleashed forces that he 
will be personally unable to control,” 
the former four-star general said. 

He raised the possibility that Pu- 
tin is “delusional” and “breaks all 
the rules” by, in just one instance, 
sending heavy nuclear-capable 
bombers off the U.S. coast. 

“The person who threatened on 
their national news one night to 
turn America to radioactive ash was 
promptly promoted by Putin and put 
into the government ministry of in- 
formation,” said Mattis, who would 
have a critical role in checking Pu- 
tin’s military moves. “So this is 
where miscalculations can happen.” 

He painted a bleak picture of 
Russia economically, demograph- 
ically and socially under Putin’s 
long rule, only matched in modern 
times by Josef Stalin. 

“There is nothing Russia can do 
to reverse its demographic decline. 
It’s arithmetic at this point,” Mat- 
tis said. “They do not see having 
democratic nations on their borders 
as a good thing. They want security 
through instability.” 

That stark assessment aligns 
Mattis with the dominant view 
among the U.S. military’s top 
brass. As he was stepping down as 
America’s NATO commander ear- 
lier this year, now-retired Air Force 
Gen. Philip M. Breedlove said 
Putin’s forces were ‘deliberately 
bombing civilians in Syria to drive 
more refugees into Europe in a bid 
to destabilize the West. 

Putin’s jet fighters do not use 
precision weapons, and human 
rights groups have blamed Russia 
for striking Syrian schools, medic- 
al facilities and civilian neighbor- 
hoods. 

The Obama administration’s ap- 
proach to Russia has been rocky. 
President Obama in the 2012 elec- 
tion ridiculed Republican Mitt 
Romney for saying Putin’s regime 
was our No. | adversary. Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton, as one of 
her first actions, traveled to Mos- 
cow to announce a “reset” in re- 
lations. She brought along a reset 
button. 

But Putin embarked on an anti- 
West expansionist military cam- 
paign by invading Ukraine, rattling 
former Soviet republics with waves 


of propaganda and sending ground 
and air forces into Syria to bolster 
President Bashar Assad. Obama 
countered by ordering more Amer- 
ican troops into Europe to stage 
exercises with former Soviet pup- 
pet states. 

While Mattis’ frank assessment 
of Putin puts him in the Washing- 
ton mainstream, his views do not 
dovetail with Trump’s. 

Candidate Trump lavished praise 
on the former KGB intelligence of- 
ficer, to the chagrin of Republicans 
and Democrats. 

“Certainly, in that system, he’s 
been a leader, far more than our 
president has been a leader,” Trump 
said in September. “We have a diy- 
ided country.” 

Trump revealed that he can be 
flattered by strongman Putin. 

“Well, I think when he calls me 
brilliant, I think Г1Ї take the com- 
pliment, OK?” he said. 

He also said, “If [Putin] says 
great things about me, I’m going 
to say great things about him. I’ve 
already said he-is really very much 
of a leader.” 

Mattis presented a starkly dif- 
ferent view while speaking at The 
Heritage Foundation. He depicted 
Putin as leading his country down 
the wrong path from which it may 
never recover, citing Russian pov- 
erty, disease rates and declining life 
expectancy. 

“Tt is very, very hard to pull back 
from some of the statements he’s 
made about the West, and I think 
that right now there are people 
questioning, ‘Has Putin gone 
crazy? Is he delusional?’ And I 
think that what we have to look at 
is that we have a Russia problem, 
not just a Putin problem,” he said. 
“People say when Putin leaves, it’ll 
all get better. I think that’s a pipe 
dream. Russia has the longest bor- 
ders in the world. It’s in a terrible 
strategic position.” 

Calling Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine a “war,” Mattis said: "Ри- 
tin goes to bed at night knowing he 
can break all the rules and the West 
will try to follow the rules. That is 
a very dangerous dichotomy in the 
way the world is. 

“Basically, Russia’s trying to 
create a sphere of influence of un- 
stable states along its periphery 
intimidated [by] the state systems 
under attack there,” he said. 

His lecture touched on a point 
where he and Trump likely agree: 
NATO allies are not spending 
enough on defense. 

“You have the largely unilat- 
eral disarmament of most or [the] 
downsizing [of] the militaries of 
most Western democracies, then 
you understand that you’ve got a 
lot of things starting to line up to 
tell you it’s going in the wrong dir- 
ection,” he said. 

“There’s got to be some kind of a 
way to walk Russia back from this 
precipice, and yet the West is not 
showing a degree of unity,” he said. 
“The Americans appear indifferent. 
The Europeans are basically bury- 
ing their heads in the sand.” 

Russia scholar Jacob W. Kipp 
said that to understand how the 
Trump administration will ultim- 
ately treat Putin, one has to include 
a third player — incoming Nation- 
al Security Adviser Michael Flynn. 
The retired three-star Army general 
cultivated ties with Russia while 
heading the Defense Intelligence 
Agency because he sees the major 
threat as radical Islam, not Russia. 

“That he shares with Donald 
Trump,” Kipp said. “Both men are 


looking for a final victory in the 
war on terrorism but are not ready 
to push the nation into mobilization 
for total war that such a ‘victory’ 
would require. Neither man seems 
suited for continuing a war of at- 
trition fought on the margins with 
drones and Special Forces. Both 
are tempted to see Putin as a nat- 
ural ally in that war since Russia 
has been fighting radical Islam in 
the Caucasus.” 

But Kipp said that Trump and 
Flynn are failing to recognize that 
Putin’s top priority is to pursue a 
culture of “Russianism” to hold his 
country together. 

Putin, he said, views the Obama 
administration as botching the 
“Arab Spring,” which gave him an 
opening to enter Syria and change 
the entire balance of power in the 
Middle East. 

How will Mattis relate to Flynn? 
Mattis has devoted his life to read- 
ing and understanding military his- 
tory, diplomacy and warfare. Flynn 
is an intense bureaucratic battler 
who, unlike the retired Marine, was 
early on a campaign surrogate for 
Trump. 

“General Mattis has an excellent 
Teputation as a tactician and oper- 
ational commander,” Kipp said. 
“The unknown is his strategic vision 
and ability to see how the game is 
played with hard and soft power.” 

Democrats say Putin unleashed 
a cyberwar on them to help the 
president-elect, essentially to but- 
ter up Trump. з 

Director of National Intelli- 
gence James R. Clapper issued a 
Statement during the presidential 
campaign that blamed the Russian 
government for hacking into the 
email account of John Podesta, Hil- 
lary Clinton’s campaign chairman. 
The anti-secrecy group WikiLeaks 
published reams of Podesta’s cor- 
respondence, which painted an un- 
flattering picture of conniving be- 
hind the scenes among Democratic 
Party operatives. 
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This year’s memorial ceremonies in Edmonton for victims 
of the Holodomor were notable for a number of reasons. 

On the positive side, the annual commemorations in both 
the Alberta Legislature and Edmonton's City Hall continue 
be very well organized and to raise awareness and maintain 
a solemn and reflective tone. This is a tribute to all the par- 
ticipants from both our community and government levels. 

But a very disturbing and ominous incident occurred at 
this year’s City Hall ceremony. An unidentified man walked 
in off the street and raised a portrait of Holodomor perpe- 
trator Joseph Stalin, shouting “Nazis” and liars” at all the 
participants. He was hustled away by City Hall security. 

This is the equivalent of someone walking into a Holo- 
caust commemoration carrying a picture of Adolph Hitler 
and shouting “Judeo-Bolsheviks” and “liars” at those par- 
ticipants. Would he be just hustled away, or would he be ar- 
rested for advocating hatred. We don’t know. That is a ques- 
tion for legal experts. 

Apparently the Ukrainian Canadian Congress was told 
that if they had asked for police security at the ceremony he 
would have been arrested. But then how could the UCC have 
even anticipated such an unexpected and unprecedented 
event? Never in all the years the Holodomor been commem- 
orated in this city and in all the years we have covered the 
event, has anything like this ever happened. Oh, there were 
instances back in the 1980’s when the Holodomor monument 
was defaced with swastikas and the words “Nazi lies”. But 
this was done in the dead of night and at a time when the for- 
mer USSR officially denied the Holodomor. Since then the 
USSR has acknowledged the Holodomor and on November 
10, 2003, the Russian Federation (which was already under 
the rule of Vladimir Putin) signed a United Nations resolu- 
tion which, among other points stated: “In the former Soviet 
Union millions of men, women and children fell victims to 
the cruel actions and policies of the totalitarian regime. The 
‘Great Famine of 1932-1933 in Ukraine (Holodomor), which 
took from 7 million to 10 million innocent lives and became 
а national tragedy for the Ukrainian people.” 

So why did such a brazen act take place this year? 

The answer lies in the change of direction Russia has taken 
under Putin since that time. It has engaged in ever-increasing 
aggression against its neighbours and has unleashed a very 
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Decline in journalism leads to deluge of disinformation 


insidious and remarkably successful disinformation cam- 
paign to disrupt democracies and justify its own rapacious 
aggression. In doing so, Putin is directly following the “Big 
Lie” technique perfected by Nazi Propaganda Minister Jo- 
seph Goebbels. The concept is that people will believe the 
most outrageous lies if they are colossal enough, and repeat- 
ed consistently and continuously. 

This has been accompanied by the decline of professional 
journalism in the mainstream media, which has allowed the 
purveyors of “false news” to spread their lies through the 
internet, using social media in particular, and even influence 
the course of democratic elections. Writing in The Wash- 
ington Post, Eric Chenoweth, co-director of the Institute for 
Democracy in Eastern Europe, outlined how Russia effect- 
ively manipulated public opinion before the U.S. Presiden- 
tial vote in order to elect Putin’s fawning admirer, Donald 
Trump. (Article reprinted below). 

Leonid Bershidsky, a Bloomberg columnist. and founding 
editor of the Russian business daily Vedomosti, points out 
that Russia’s state-owned propaganda TV station, RT, and 
Sputnik, the multilingual Russian online propaganda agency, 
“have succeeded in infiltrating the increasingly powerful al- 
ternative news universe, delivering Russian propaganda as 
just one of the ingredients in a heady cocktail.” 

“RT and Sputnik are lavishly funded. RT’s 2016 budget, 
according to the channel itself, is $247 million. As far as 
alternative media goes, RT is the 800-pound gorilla. It can 
pay lavish fees to contributors, shoot professional video any- 
where in the world, pay for professional-looking reporting. 

“The Russian state product is attractively packaged and 
free. The effect, of course, is that the ‘crazies’ that populate 
the alternative news sphere, those dismissed by the main- 
stream, consume pro-Vladimir Putin information with their 
general diet,” he adds. 

That is why such “crazies” have become emboldened to 
such a degree that they are willing to openly spread their 
hatred, while idolizing one of the greatest mass murderers in 
history. 


Another disturbing aspect of this year’s commemoration 
was the abysmal coverage by the mainstream print media, in 
particular The Edmonton Journal. Once again, The Journal 
decided to cash in on this tragedy by soaking the Ukrainian 
community in order to subsidize an advertising feature on 
the Holodomor. This they placed at the back of the last of 
four sections of the newspaper — behind the entertainment 
news and right beside the comics page. They did send out a 
photographer to the commemoration at the Legislature (as 
the UCC had made that a precondition of participating in 
the feature) and did run a picture of the candle-lighting cere- 
mony on the front page identifying the participants. But that 
was it — no report on the event itself and the significance of 
the commemoration. And they didn’t bother to send anyone 
out to the City Hall commemoration. (In contrast three tele- 
vision stations - CTV, CBC and Global sent both reporters 
and camera people out, interviewed survivor Leonid Koro- 
wnyk and ran good informative items on their evening news. 
And the community didn’t even have to pay them to do so. 
Frankly, if The Journal can’t be bothered sending out repor- 
ters to these events, they could at least allow informed ex- 
perts from the community to submit articles for their OpEd 
page. Since they have stopped paying honorariums for such 
pieces, it wouldn’t cost them anything, but would still pro- 
vide the proper journalistic treatment this tragedy deserves. 
It should be noted that in the past (before it began running 
the advertising features), The Journal did send out reporters 
and did cover the commemorations (including interviews 
with survivors) on the front page of its City Section. 

The decline in journalistic quality in the mainstream 
media has led to a vacuum which, in turn, has been filled 
with a deluge of “false news” and propaganda. This in turns 
threatens the democratic process itself. To counter this we 
must encourage and support a return to responsible profes- 
sional journalism. Without question this becomes more chal- 
lenging in the “Wild West” world of cyberspace. But these 
are challenges that have to be met. 

And within our own community we must continue to sup- 
port our own community media — not just this newspaper, 
but all the other responsible and hard-working media out- 
lets within our Ukrainian community. They stand up for the 
truth. 


Americans keep looking away from the election’s most alarming story 


Russian manipulation 
elected Trump 


By Eric Chenoweth, 
The Washington Post, Nov. 25, 2016 
In assessing Donald Trump’s 
presidential victory, Americans 
continue to look away from this 
election’s most alarming story: the 
successful effort by a hostile for- 
eign power to manipulate public 
opinion before the vote. 
USS. intelligence agencies deter- 
mined that the Russian government 


actively interfered in our elections. 
Russian state propaganda gave lit- 
tle doubt that this was done to sup- 
port Republican nominee Trump, 
who repeatedly praised Vladimir 
Putin and excused the Russian 
president’s foreign aggression and 
domestic repression. Most signifi- 
cantly, U.S. intelligence agencies 
have affirmed that the Russian 
government directed the illegal 
hacking of private email accounts 
of the Democratic National Com- 
mittee and prominent individuals. 
The emails were then released by 
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WikiLeaks, which has benefited 
financially from a Russian state 
propaganda arm, used Russian 
operatives for security and made 
clear an intent to harm the candi- 
dacy of Hillary Clinton. 

From the Russian perspective, 
the success of this operation can 
hardly be overstated. News stor- 
ies on the DNC emails released in 
July served to disrupt the Demo- 
cratic National Convention, insti- 
gate political infighting and sug- 
gest for some supporters of Sen. 
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) — without 
any real proof — that the Demo- 
cratic primary had been “rigged” 
against their candidate. On Oct. 7, 
WikiLeaks began near daily dumps 
from Clinton campaign chairman 
John Podesta’s email account, gen- 
erating a month of largely negative 
reporting on Clinton, her campaign 
staff, her husband and their founda- 
tion. With some exceptions, there 
was little news in the email be- 
yond political gossip and things the 
media had covered before, now re- 
visited from a seemingly “hidden” 
viewpoint. 

Russian (and former commun- 
ist) propaganda has traditionally 
worked exactly this way: The more 
you “report” something negative- 
ly, the more the negative is true. 
Trump and supportive media out- 
lets adopted the technique and rev- 
eled in information gained from the 
illegal Russian hacking (as well as 
many “fake news” stories that evi- 
dence suggests were generated by 
Russian intelligence operations) to 
make exaggerated claims (“Hillary 
wants to open borders to 600 mil- 
lion people!”) or to accuse Clinton 
of illegality, corruption and, ironic- 
ally, treasonous behavior. 

Part of the Russian operation’s 
success is that we cannot measure 
the effect. Did the DNC emails de- 
press the Sanders vote for Clinton? 
Did the Podesta emails turn off in- 


dependents? Would voters have re- 
sponded differently if major media 
had reported the email releases not 
as legitimate news but as an intelli- 
gence operation by a hostile foreign 
power aimed at undermining the 
integrity of U.S. elections? There 
are no clear answers. But there 
are certainties: The email oper- 
ation increased negative stories 
about Clinton, fueled an immense 
propaganda attack and diminished 
coverage of actual issues. The large 
polling lead Clinton gained after 
the debates slipped significantly 
under this barrage of negativity — 
even before FBI Director James B. 
Comey’s bombshell. 

Again, was there coordination 
with this foreign intervention? 
Russia’s deputy foreign minister, 
Sergei A. Ryabkov, boasted that 
government representatives main- 
tained multiple “contacts” during 
the campaign with Trump’s “im- 
mediate entourage.” (Campaign 
spokeswoman Hope Hicks issued a 
denial.) This is on top of reported 
U.S. government suspicions that 
a Trump adviser met with the in- 
telligence operative directing the 
hacking. Where are the committee 
chairmen in Congress demanding 
an investigation? How is it that Re- 
publican Party leaders accept the 
intervention of a foreign power in 
the election of their party’s presi- 
dential candidate? 

Putin is pursuing large strategic 
goals: recognition of the annexa- 
tion of Crimea and international 
acceptance of foreign aggression 
to change state borders; Russian 
control of all of Ukraine; weak- 
ening or even dissolution of the 
European Union and NATO; res- 
toration of Russia as a great power; 
and restored dominance over the 
former Soviet bloc and its envir- 
ons. In pursuing these aims, Putin 
is engaged in a disciplined effort 
to influence democratic politics in 


the West, including financial and 
propaganda support for the narrow 
Brexit victory and for a network of 
far-right (and pro-Russian) nation- 
alist political parties and groups 
throughout Europe. Now he has 
achieved what had to have been 
his most improbable goal: helping 
elect a sympathetic U.S. president 
who wants to form an alliance 
against terrorism. What will Trump 
give in exchange? He has already 
reaffirmed his intention to end sup- 
port for pro-Western rebels in Syr- 
ia, which effectively gives Russia a 
free hand to make President Bashar 
al-Assad its satrap. The greater 
danger is Trump’s attitude toward 
NATO as a “soft” alliance that, like 
the Western powers in 1939, won’t 
“die for Danzig.” It would mean 
the alliance’s end. 

In his book “Putinism,” Soviet 
and Russian historian Walter La- 
queur describes the varied ideo- 
logical strains that animate the 
former KGB agent. The “Russian 
national idea” that has emerged is 
to defend Russia, Eurasia and the 
world from the anti-civilization- 
al corruption of Western liberal 
democracy. Frighteningly, Putin’s 
worldview has resonance in the 
populist and nationalist fixations of 
Stephen K. Bannon, the president- 
elect’s senior counselor, whose 
stated mission is to “destroy” the 
“establishment” and end the dom- 
ination of the “donor class.” Ban- 
non’s “closing argument” ad for 
Trump, redolent of Russian propa- 
ganda, described the United States 
as a corrupt and failing state be- 
cause of nefarious “global special 
interests.” It all points to grave 
danger for democracy and a world 
order that has kept the peace for 70 
years. Is this what America voted 
for? 

Eric Chenoweth is co-director 
of the Institute for Democracy in 
Eastern Europe. 
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Fugitive lawmaker’s corruption 
accusations send shock waves abroad 


(RFE/RL)—More than two years 
after his election to the Ukrainian 
parliament on a wave of popular 
anger over political and economic 
rot in the corridors of power, Olek- 
sandr Onyshchenko, by his own ac- 
count, got his hands plenty dirty. 

The 47-year-old Onyshchenko 
insists he was a loyal political 
lieutenant of President Petro Poro- 
shenko, serving as a middleman 
for the wartime president’s inner 
circle, smearing a prime minister, 
and ensuring that bribes were paid 
in good order. 

But it all came crashing down 
for the former Olympic equestrian- 
turned-politician in July, when his 
fellow lawmakers consented to the 
Ukrainian prosecutor-general’s re- 
quest to strip him of his parliament- 
ary immunity to put him on trial for 
an alleged massive embezzlement 
scheme involving a state-owned gas 
company and millions in kickbacks. 

Onyshchenko had fled Ukraine 
weeks earlier and has repeatedly 
proclaimed his innocence from 
abroad. 

But his counterpunch at Kyiv 
landed earlier this month, just as 
the Ukrainian Security Service 
(SBU) launched a treason case 
against the former lawmaker. 

Onyshchenko told Current Time 
TV and other media from his self- 
exile — he is reportedly seek- 
ing political asylum in the United 
Kingdom — that he has damning 
recordings and digital evidence 
against Poroshenko. 

He added that he has handed ma- 
terials over to the FBI, which falls 
under the U.S. Department of Justice. 

“I gave [the Americans] docu- 
ments that confirm the corruption 
of President Poroshenko. . That’s 
all,’ Onyshchenko told Current 
Time TV, the Russian-language 
network run by RFE/RL and VOA 
in a Skype interview on December 
2. He asked that his location not be 
disclosed, saying he fears for his 
personal safety. 

Poroshenko’s office on Decem- 
ber 7 dismissed Onyshchenko’s 
accusations as “absolutely false,” 
telling RFE/RL: “They are the ex- 
pedient fiction of the suspect.” 

The statement said that Ukrain- 
запо authorities suspect Onysh- 
chenko of “having created an or- 
ganized criminal group” that cost 
the state some 1.6 billion hryvnias 
(US$62 million). 

“To avoid punishment,” the 
presidential office added, “Mr. 
Onyshchenko tries to politicize his 
criminal case and pretends to be a 
victim of political repressions.” 

Onyshchenko’s accusations are 
extraordinary, even by the notori- 
ous standards of Ukrainian politics. 
And they are unusual in that he 
purportedly made audio recordings 
and kept SMS text messages dur- 
ing his time as a Poroshenko ally. 

But what may be the most explo- 
sive element to this saga is Onysh- 
chenko’s claim that he turned over 
his materials to the U.S. Justice De- 
partment to investigate Poroshenko 
himself — the man Washington 
and much of Europe has thrown 
its support behind to stabilize the 
country amid Russian aggression. 

"І was there with him for two 
years. I watched. I followed all ne- 
gotiations that he did, with [Kyiv 

Mayor Vitaly] Klitschko [and] with 
many deputies,” Onyshchenko said. 
“T was on the president’s team, 
directly fulfilling his orders,” he 
added. 

Poroshenko’s office rejected any 
such cooperation in its December 


Oleksandr Onyshchenko 


7 statement, saying Onyshchenko 
“made up a story about "тет- 
bership in a team’” and adding, 
“People of such reputation cannot 
be members of a team.” 

U.S. authorities have refused to 
comment on Onyshchenko’s claim 
that he turned over documents or 
audio recordings. The U.S. Em- 
bassy in Kyiv referred all questions 
to the U.S. Justice Department. 

In Washington, Justice Depart- 
ment spokesman Peter Carr re- 
fused to confirm or deny specific- 
ally whether the department had 
received any materials or met with 
Onyshchenko. 

“Speaking generally, it is com- 
mon for individuals to request to 
meet with the Justice Department 
to provide information — and 
while department prosecutors and 
law-enforcement agents will at- 
tempt to meet to gather potential 
information on alleged violations 
of U.S. law, the mere fact of a 
meeting is пої ап indication that 
such violations haye occurred or 
that the individual's information 
is considered to be accurate,” Carr 
told RFE/RL in an e-mail. 

Ukraine’s ambassador to the 
United States, Valeriy Chaly, de- 
clined to say whether he knew if 
Onyshchenko had indeed provided 
materials to the Justice Department. 

Ukraine is regularly ranked 
among the most corrupt countries in 
the world and allegations of double 
dealing, inflated contracts, bribery, 
and other claims among business 
and political elites are common. 

International financial institu- 
tions have warned Kyiv that its lack 
of reform and persistent corruption 
threaten billions in crucial aid that 
has helped keep the country afloat 
since its invasion by Russian forces 
to seize Crimea in 2014 and a con- 
tinuing war against Russia-backed 
separatists in the Donetsk and Lu- 
hansk regions in eastern Ukraine. 

Poroshenko has also faced re- 
peated allegations of corruption, 
many dating to business holdings 
that have included chocolate manu- 
facturer Roshen and the Channel 
Five TV station. 

The taint has led to the resigna- 
tion of several prominent ministers 
and other leading officials who 
were brought in by Poroshenko to 
help clean up the country’s books 
and its image. 

In February, Lithuanian-born 
Economy Minister Aivaras 
Abromavicius announced his re- 
signation, citing a “sharp escala- 
tion in efforts to block systemic and 
important reforms.” 

Mikheil Saakashvili, the boister- 
ous former Georgian president who 
was brought on by Poroshenko to 
govern the Odesa region, resigned 
last month and accused Poro- 
shenko of dishonesty and of sabo- 
taging crucial reforms. 


For his part, Onyshchenko en- 
tered parliament in 2014 as a mem- 
ber of Poroshenko’s political fac- 
tion. 

He reportedly fled the country in 
June amid word of a criminal in- 
vestigation into his businesses, in- 
cluding an alleged huge natural-gas 
fraud at a state energy company. 

In July, lawmakers stripped him 
of his parliamentary immunity, 
opening the way for criminal pros- 
ecution. 

In his interview with RFE/RL’s 
Current Time TV, Onyshchenko 
said he was directly responsible for 
fulfilling Poroshenko’s orders. 

He said that included a complex 
scheme to drive down the approval 
ratings of Ukraine’s prime minister, 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk, to make way 
for a Poroshenko ally. Yatsenyuk 
was a technoerat respected by the 
West but seen in some Ukrainian 
business circles as an obstacle to 
the kind of shady side deals that 
flabbergast would-be reformers. 

“During this period, it was ne- 
cessary to shore up [Poroshenko’s] 
power, since, when he became 
president, power was in effect held 
by the prime minister,’ Onysh- 
chenko told Current Time TV. “That 
is, the entire cabinet practically an- 
swered to Yatsenyuk. Poroshenko, 
accordingly, considered Yatsenyuk 
his enemy, a person who bothers 
him, who interferes...” 

Yatsenyuk resigned in April 
and was followed by Volodymyr 
Hroysman, a member of the rul- 
ing Petro Poroshenko Bloc seen by 
some as politically indebted to the 
president. 

Poroshenko’s popularity has 
waned as Ukrainians battle eco- 
nomic hardship fueled in part by 
Russia’s land grab in Crimea and 
Kyiv’s continuing fight against 
Russia-backed separatists. 

But he has seen high-profile set- 
backs of late, including revelations 
that he avoided declaring a luxury 
Spanish villa in asset declarations 
and failure so far in his effort to 
reach a deal with the European 
Union on visa-free travel to the 
bloc for Ukrainians. 

Still, a November poll by the 

Kyiv-based Razumkov Center sug- 
gested that if presidential elections 
were held today in Ukraine, Poro- 
shenko would lead vote-getters 
with around 16 percent, followed 
by former Orange Revolution 
leader and ex-Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko (11.5 percent) and 
former Energy Minister and Op- 
position Bloc leader Yuriy Boyko 
(9.4 percent). 
Based on an interview for Current 
Time TV by Timur Olevskiy and 
Saken Aymurzaey, with reporting 
by RFE/RL correspondents Chris- 
topher Miller in Kyiv and Mike 
Eckel in Washington and contribu- 
tions by Andy Heil in Prague 
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Яна Полянська, Радіо Свобода 

Допит Віктора з Януковича 
відбувся. Він заявив, що не давав 
наказів щодо силового розгону 
Майдану. Свої контакти у той 
період із російськими високопо- 
садовцями Янукович спростовує, 
або ж каже, що не пам'ятає про 
них. Аналогічно він відповідав 
і про свої зв'язки з деякими 
українськими олігархами. Як 
опинився в Росії, не зміг пояс- 


нити. Янукович у суді бреше, але 
покарати його за це неможливо, 
прокоментував допит прокурор. 
Відеодопит Віктора Янукови- 
ча як свідка у справі п'ятьох екс- 
«беркутівців» розпочався вчасно 
та без несподіванок. Активісти 
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цього разу не заважали вивезти 
підозрюваних із Лук'янівського 
СІЗО й доправити до Csato- 
шинського суду Києва. 

Як тільки суд вирішив щодо 
тривалості допиту й оголосив 
коротку перерву, ініціативу пере- 
хопив генеральний прокурор 
Юрій Луценко. Він усно оголо- 
сив Віктору Януковичу підозру 
у державній зраді й сприянні 
російським посадовцям у тому, 
щоб змінити межі території та 
державного кордону. 

Мова йде про те, що | березня 
2014 року громадянин України 
Янукович, перебуваючи на 
території Росії, склав і підписав 
заяву й звернувся до президен- 
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та Росії Володимира Путіна з 
проханням використати збройні 
сили цієї держави на території 
України. Цим, додав Луценко, 
він сприяв веденню війни про- 
ти України та анексії Криму. На 
думку генерального прокурора, 
Янукович пішов на такий крок, 
щоб заручитись підтримкою i 3a- 
хистом Кремля для подальшого 
проживання в Росії. 

«Враховуючи те, що Янукович 
перебуває за межами України, не 
прибуває на виклики, фактич- 
но переховується від правоохо- 
ронних органів України, зміст 
підозри оголошується усно, а 
саме повідомлення про підозру 
сьогодні, годину тому, надіслано 
на всі відомі адреси проживання 
та останнього місця перебування 
Віктора Януковича, а також буде 
вручено адвокату останнього», - 
додав Луценко. 

Генеральний прокурор та- 
кож додав, що «найближчим 
часом підозра переросте в об- 
винувальний акт». 

Адвокат, що представляє 
інтереси Януковича в Києві, 
Ігор Федоренко копію вручення 
підозри прийняв. Водночас, до- 
дав згодом, що це «не дорівнює 
оголошенню підозри особі». 

Сам Янукович заявив, що 
вручення підозри не завадить 
йому свідчити. За версією подій 
екс-президента, він відмовився 
підписувати асоціацію 3 
Євросоюзом, виходячи з 
інтересів України, адже це було 
економічно невигідно. Однак, 
каже, не згортав європейський 
вектор | політики. | А вже 
журналісти «роздмухали» події 
так, що в суспільстві почались 
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Янукович на допиті: «Я не знаю, я не пам'ятаю» 


незадоволення. Сам же Януко- 
вич, за його словами, хотів мир- 
ного врегулювання ситуації. 

Загалом усю провину за кро- 
вопролиття на Майдані, анексію 
Криму та війну на Донбасі (яку 
екс-президент назвав  грома- 
дянською) Янукович покладає на 
«радикалів». 

«Я переконаний у тому, що 
люди, які стояли на Майдані, в 
цьому були не винні. Винні були 
радикали й ті, хто, умовно кажу- 
чи, ними маніпулювали», — cKa- 
зав він на відеодопиті. 

Відповідаючи на запитання, чи 
давав він наказ про встановлення 
ялинки на Майдані, яке перерос- 
ло в жорстоке побиття студентів, 
Янукович сказав: «Це була спла- 
нована провокація. Студентів на 
Майдані були одиниці. Туди при- 
йшли радикали, які спровокува- 
ли «Беркут». 

Загалом, екс-президент  по- 
своєму трактує роль «Беркуту» 
у подіях на Майдані. За версією 
Януковича, цей спецпідрозділ 
МВС перевищив повноваження, 
його спровокували «радикали». 
Саме учасники протесту, за сло- 
вами Януковича, першими взяли 
зброю до рук, виставили снайперів 
на підконтрольних будинках і «па- 
лили правоохоронців». Сам же 
екс-президент на допиті заявив, 
що не віддавав наказ правоохорон- 
цям стріляти 1 не знає, хто це ро- 
бив. 

Паралельно з цим розхитува- 
лась ситуація всередині Партії 
регіонів, говорив Янукович. 
Всередині політичної сили по- 
чала утворюватись опозиція на 
чолі з Сергієм Тігіпком, який пе- 
ребував під впливом бізнесмена 
Дмитра Фірташа й тодішнього 
глави Адміністрації президента 
Сергія Льовочкіна. 

«Він (Тігіпко - ред.) відверто 
мені говорив: «... з вами зго- 
ден, Віктор Федорович, але мене 
схиляє Фірташ і разом з ним 
Льовочкін», ... який також, як то 
кажуть, грав у ці ігри», - додав 
Янукович. 

Щодо ймовірного стосунку 
Льовочкіна до розгону Майда- 
ну Янукович заявив: «Він, мож- 
ливо, мав до цього причетність. 
Але якихось доказів у мене не 
було». Цієї версії дотримується 
і міністр внутрішніх справ Ар- 
сен Аваков. Натомість, сам 
Льовочкін оперативно після зая- 
ви Януковича спростував ці зви- 
нувачення. 

«Незважаючи на те, що 3a- 
харченко та інші особи в 2013 
році використали всі можливості 
тодішньої репресивної машини, 
їм не вдалося підставити Сергія 
Льовочкіна, оскільки реальна вина 
за побиття людей у ніч на 30 ли- 
стопада 2013 року лежить на них», 
- заявили у його прес-службі. 

Янукович відповідав також на 
низку питань щодо інших впли- 
вових політиків та олігархів. На- 
приклад, заявив, що не пам'ятає 
телефонних розмов із лідером 
руху | «Український вибір» 
Віктором Медведчуком під час 
Революції гідності. У відповідь 
на це сторона обвинувачення за- 
явила, що слідство зафіксувало 


_ 54 дзвінки з телефона Януковича 


до Медведчука у той період. 

«У мене телефонів особистих 
не було. Телефони для зв'язку 
завжди були у моїх помічників. 
Якщо і були ці розмови, то, швид- 
ше за все, моїх помічників, із ким 
завгодно. Тому я не пам'ятаю», — 
сказав на це Янукович. 

За словами екс-президента, 
він також не зустрічався з 
помічником 0 президента Росії 


Владиславом Сурковим у своїй 
резиденції «Межигір'я» у люто- 
му 2014 року. Хоча прокурату- 
ра заявляє, що має докази такої 
зустрічі. 

Не згадав також Янукович 
про телефонну розмову з пре- 
зидентом Росії Путіним у період 
розстрілів на Майдані, в ніч із 18 
на 19 лютого 2014 року. 

«Не пам'ятаю. Гляньте на сайті 
президента у розділі дзвінків», - 
сказав він. 

Не відповів також про те, як 
опинився у Криму, а згодом - у 
Росії. 

«Яким чином 23 лютого 2014 
року о 3:51 ви опинилися на 
території Російської Федерації?» 
- запитав його прокурор. 

У відповідь на це Янукович 
повторив свою версію про те, що 
на нього організували засідку по 
дорозі до Криму. 

На підсумковій прес- 
конференції у | російському 
Ростові-на-Дону Янукович ска- 
зав, що задоволений тим, що 
допит відбувся, адже він «давно 
хотів про все це сказати». Водно- 
час, додав, що для нього важли- 
во, щоб українська прокуратура 
врахувала його свідчення й по- 
чала розслідувати також злочини 
активістів проти правоохоронців 
на Майдані. А вручення йому 
підозри Луценком назвав «спро- 
бою натиснути на суд». 

«Свідчення Януковича 
нікчемні. Все те ключове, про 
що ми хотіли його спитати, 
або залишилося без відповіді, 
або відповіді були відверто 
брехливі», - заявив прокурор 
Олексій Донський після основної 
частини допиту екс-президента 
як свідка. 

Прокурор додав, що, не отри- 
мавши від Януковича відповідей 
на ключові запитання або от- 
римавши неправдиві відповіді, 
стороні обвинувачення «вдалося 
спростувати все, що каже ця осо- 
ба». 

«Я думаю, ніхто не почув від 
нього відповіді, як він 23 лю- 
того о 3:51 потрапив до Єйська 
(Росія), звідки його військовим 
літаком уже повертали в Крим», 
- сказав Донський. 


Прокурор також повторив 
спростування щодо свідчень 
Януковича стосовно його 


зв'язків із Сурковим, Медведчу- 
ком і Путіним. 

Адвокат обвинувачуваних 
«беркутівців» Стефан  Решко 
сказав, що почув від Януковича 
найважливішу тезу для захисту 
своїх клієнтів: що правоохоронці 
у період Майдану не керувались 
у «ручному режимі». 

«У ручному режимі правоохо- 
ронними органами ніхто не ке- 
рував. Спеціальних завдань їм 
ніхто не ставив. Більше того, 
наскільки я зрозумів, 19 лютого 
було досягнуто згоду між чин- 
ною на той момент владою 1 про- 
тестувальниками про перемир'я. 
Тому, скажімо, мотиву на сило- 
вий розгін Майдану 20 лютого, 
як це нам закидає сторона обви- 
нувачення, я не вбачаю», - ска- 
зав він. 

А Олександр Горошинський, 
інший адвокат  «беркутівців», 
додав, що «почув відповіді 
на всі питання, які цікавили 
суспільство». 

«За результатами допиту, безу- 
мовно, було встановлено факти, 
які спростовують обвинувачен- 
ня», - сказав він. 

Прокурор Донський підозрює, 
що запитання адвокатів 
«беркутівців» були узгоджені з 
Віктором Януковичем. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Canada announces further 
sanctions against separatists 


(UkrNews)—Canada on Моу- 
ember 28 announced that 15 addi- 
tional separatist individuals, in- 
cluding six members of Russia’s 
State Duma from Crimea, were 
added to its sanctions list and are 
subject to an asset freeze and deal- 
ings prohibition. 

These sanctions are in response 
to the September 18 election of of- 
ficials residing in Crimea to Rus- 
sia’s State Duma. Canada does not 
support the legitimacy or the out- 
come of these elections held in the 
occupied Crimean peninsula, as it 
has never recognized Russia’s il- 
legal annexation of Ukraine’s Au- 
tonomous Republic of Crimea and 
the city of Sevastopol, stated a re- 
lease issued by Global Affairs Can- 
ada. 

“In the face of ongoing Russian 
military aggression and illegal oc- 
cupation, Canada has taken a num- 
ber of steps to support the Ukrain- 
ian people as they work to restore 
political and economic stability, in- 
cluding imposing sanctions against 
those responsible for the ongoing 
crisis. Today’s announcement of 
additional sanctions underscores 
Canada’s unwavering commitment 
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to the sovereignty of Ukraine,” said 
Foreign Minister Stéphane Dion. 

“Adding more sanctions, in co- 
ordination with our partners, is 
the most effective way to under- 
score the resounding message that 
together with the United States and 
the European Union, there is unity 
in responding to Russia’s actions 
in Ukraine. Canada’s new meas- 
ures are also designed to maintain 
the efficacy of existing sanctions 
measures, and, crucially, to main- 
tain pressure on Russia to imple- 
ment its Minsk commitments. Can- 
ada reaffirms its commitment to a 
policy of non-recognition of Rus- 
sia’s illegal annexation of Crimea,” 
stated the release. 

The announcement was wel- 
comed by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress. 

Paul Grod, National President 
of the UCC stated, “I commend 
yesterday’s announcement by the 
Government of Canada. Crimea 
was, is and always will be sover- 
eign Ukrainian territory. Rus- 
sia’s ongoing illegal occupation 
has brought terror and fear to the 
people of Crimea; Crimean Tatars 
and Ukrainians are especially tar- 


EU, NATO herald unity 
ahead of Trump presidency 


(RFE/RL)—NATO and the European Union heralded a “new im- 
portant era” of cooperation on December 6, endorsing an agenda for 
closer collaboration amid uncertainty over U.S. President-elect Donald 
Trump’s foreign policy and approach to the alliance. 

NATO foreign ministers in Brussels agreed on plans to combat cyber- 
attacks, information warfare, sea operations, and improve defenses for 
neighboring countries. 

“Today we start a new important era in EU-NATO cooperation,” EU 
foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini told reporters at the alliance’s 
headquarters. 

Trump, who is set to succeed outgoing President Barack Obama in 
January, suggested earlier this year that the United States might not pro- 
tect fellow NATO members from attacks if they do not pull their finan- 
7 cial weight in the alliance. 

Washington has long demanded that NATO members meet the alli- 
ance’s target of spending 2 percent of their GDP annually on defense, a 
threshold that only a handful of members are meeting. 

Trump’s comments during the campaign rattled NATO’s easternmost 
members, who are wary of Russia’s intentions in the region following 
its annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula in 2014 and backing of 
armed separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

The Republican president-elect has also spoken positively about Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin, expressing a desire to mend battered bi- 
lateral ties with Moscow and saying he would examine the possibility of 
lifting sanctions targeting Russia in response to its actions in Ukraine. 

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg said in Brussels on Decem- 
ber 6 that he is “absolutely certain that the United States will remain 
committed to the transatlantic bond, will remain committed to NATO, 
and will live up to...security guarantees to Europe.” 


Wishing you a wonderful Holiday seaso 
and all the best for a prosperous 2017! 
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Chris Nielsen, MLA 
Edmonto Decore 


geted for persecution by the Rus- 
sian regime. It is crucial that Can- 
ada and our allies maintain the 
pressure on Russia until the occu- 
pation of Crimea is reversed and 
Russia stops its war of aggression 
in eastern Ukraine.” 


Marlin Schmidt, MLA 
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: ХРИСТОС НАРОДИВСЯ! 


Did you know there are over 60 Ukrainian dance schools іп 
every part of Alberta. Over 4,000 children, teens, and adults 
participate in Ukrainian dance enriching the cultural life of our — 
communities. 
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By Kenneth P. Vogel 
and Julia Ioffe 

(Politico)—A top Russian offi- 
cial is accusing the Ukrainian gov- 
егатепі of undermining Donald 
Trump’s presidential campaign by 
trashing him on social media and 
disseminating dirt on one of his 
close associates. 

A spokeswoman for Russia’s 
Foreign Ministry on Dec. 1 con- 
tended that the Ukrainian govern- 
ment over the summer damaged 
Trump’s campaign by ae 


suykc 


his then-campaign chief Paul 
Manafort in a corruption scandal 
involving a pro-Russian Ukrain- 
ian political party funded by oli- 
garchs. 

“Ukraine seriously complicat- 
ed the work of Trump’s election 
campaign headquarters by plant- 
ing information according to 
which Paul Manafort, Trump’s 
campaign chairman, allegedly 
accepted money from Ukrain- 
ian oligarchs,” Maria Zakharova 


said at a press briefing, according 


“The board of Directors and all employees wish you health, 
happiness and fulfillment of all your hopes and dreams in 2017. . 


ukrainiancu.com 


URIDAY, DECEMBER ЗАТ 
UNF HALL, ТЕСЛЯ ЯТІ 


to a transcript of her remarks posted 
on the Foreign Ministry’s website. 
“All of you have heard this remark- 
able story,” she told assembled repor- 
ters. 

The renewed scrutiny of Manafort’s 
dealings in Ukraine comes at an awk- 
ward time for the veteran operative 
and for Trump. As the president-elect 
works to assemble his foreign policy 
team, his stance toward Russia and its 
neighbors is being closely watched 
by the international community. 

Manafort, who had been pushed 
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Russia accuses Ukraine of ароваіно Trump 


out of Trump’s campaign in late 
August because of growing press 
scrutiny of his work in Ukraine in 
recent weeks has re-emerged as an 
informal adviser as President-elect 
Trump has assembled his adminis- 
tration, according to a handful of 
people around the transition team. 

And the Dec. І allegation from 
Moscow also seems at least mild- 
ly ironic, coming amid calls from 
Washington Democrats for an 
investigation into Russian med- 
dling in the presidential election 
in a manner that damaged Trump’s 
Democratic rival Hillary Clinton. 
The U.S. intelligence commun- 
ity during the campaign accused 
Russia of directing hacks of the 
Democratic National Committee 
and of Clinton campaign chairman 
John Podesta, yielding emails that 
raised questions about Clinton’s 
connections to Wall Street and her 
family’s foundation and financial 
interests. 

The hacking elevated Russia as a 
major issue in the presidential race. 
Clinton and her allies cast Trump 
as the preferred candidate of Rus- 
sia, one of the U.S.’s top geopolit- 
ical foes, citing the hacking, as 
well as Trump’s ties to Russia and 
his laissez-faire stance on Russian 
aggression toward Ukraine, not to 
mention Manafort’s connections to 
pro-Russian Ukrainian politicians. 

Manafort’s work in Ukraine 
started becoming a more serious 
liability for Trump’s campaign 
when the New York Times in Au- 
gust reported that The National 
Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine 
was investigating a “secret ledger” 
that listed $12.7 million in cash 
payments earmarked for Manafort 
by the party of the deposed for- 
mer Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

While the anti-corruption agency 
stressed that Manafort’s inclusion 
on the ledger “does not mean that 
he actually got the money” (and 
Manafort denied that he had re- 
ceived any cash payments) its of- 
ficials did not challenge character- 
izations that Manafort was among 
the targets of their investigation 
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into Yanukovych’s party. 

But, after Trump’s stunning vic- 
tory over Clinton in last month’s 
presidential election, officials with 
the corruption bureau appeared to 
backpedal. One was quoted in the 
Russian tabloid Komsomolskaya 
Pravda saying, “Mr. Manafort does 
not have a role in this case.” 

The National Anti-Corruption 
Bureau earlier this week didn’t 
respond to questions from Polit- 
ico about its investigation into the 
Party of Regions ledger, or whether 
the bureau was investigating Mana- 
fort. у 

Оп Dec. 1, Manafort told Polit- 
ico that the bureau had never con- 
tacted him. 

"І never understood why I was 
the target,” he said. “I wasn’t the 
candidate. I was just caught in the 
crossfire.” 

Manafort wouldn’t comment on 
his role in Trump’s transition. 

But he was spotted at Trump 
Tower the previous week, and a 
handful of sources around the tran- 
sition team told Politico that Mana- 
fort has spoken to Trump periodic- 
ally since the election. They said 
that Manafort, who spent the last 
three decades collecting huge pay- 
days from businesses and_polit- 
icians all over the world, has acted 
as a sort of informal matchmaker, 
advising foreign policy operatives 
on how to join the transition. 

Additionally, close Manafort as- 
sociates have worked for Trump’s 
transition, as well as his inaugural 
committee. 

Hope Hicks, a Trump spokes- 
woman, rejected the suggestion 
that Manafort was playing even an 
informal role. “Paul Manafort has 
absolutely no involvement with the 
transition team or communication 
with the president-elect,” she said. 

Trump’s team did not respond 
to questions about .Zakharova’s 
comments at the Dec. І briefing,” 
nor did representatives from the 
Ukrainian and Russian embassies 
in Washington. 

Zakharova contended during 
the briefing that Ukrainian of- 
ficials were desperate to protect 
their favorable relationship with 
the U.S. after having run afoul of 
Trump — and Manafort — during 
the campaign. 

“It appears that keeping this 
sponsorship is a big challenge 
for the Kyiv authorities, who 
were uncivilized and rude toward 
President-elect Donald Trump 
when he was a presidential candi- 
date,” Zakharova said, according to 
the transcript. 

“You probably remember that 
Ukrainian officials and diplomatic 
representatives abroad did not ex- 
press their views or political as- 
sessments but openly insulted the 
person whom the American people 
elected their president. You may 
remember that they later tried to 
delete these statements from their 
social networks accounts and their 
sites, saying that they had been 
wrong and had rushed to conclu- 
sions,” she said, which appears at 
least in part to be a reference to a 
since-deleted July tweet by a re- 
cently retired Ukrainian diplomat 
calling Trump a “clown” and as- 
serting that Trump is “an even big- 
ger danger to the US than terror- 
ism.” 
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Legistlative secretary Ken Kravetz at a memorial service for the victims of Holodomor. (CBC) 


Candles lit at Sask. legislature to 
remember victims ої Holodomor 


(CBC News)—A special me- 
morial service was held at the Sas- 
katchewan legislature on Tuesday 
to remember the victims of the 
Holodomor in Ukraine, Nov. 24. 

In the 1930s, millions of people 
died in a man-made famine, or- 
chestrated by Soviet leader Joseph 
' Stalin. 

Ken Krawetz, Saskatchewan- 
Ukraine Relations Legislative Sec- 
retary, spoke at the memorial and 


Krawetz also encouraged people 
to visit the Bitter Memories of 
Childhood statue seen on the 
grounds of the Wascana Centre, 
located east of the legislature on 
Lakeshore Drive. The statue also 
serves as a testament to the Ukrain- 
ian people,” Krawetz said. 

“They survived despite this 
atrocity. Their ancestors also dem- 
onstrated this strength by helping 


build this great province upon their - 


Holodomor Awareness Week, with 
International Holodomor Memor- 
ial Day falling on Sat. Nov. 28. 

In 2008, the legislative assem- 
bly of Saskatchewan passed the 
Ukrainian Famine and Genocide 
(Holodomor) Memorial Day Act, 
making it the first jurisdiction in 
North America to recognize the 
genocide. 
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Winnipeggers pay tribute 
to victims of Holodomor 


By Marta Czurylowicz, CTV Winnipeg 

A black ribbon and a wheat sheaf — both symbols of the great famine 
of 1932-1933 in soviet Ukraine known as the Holodomor. 

“The stalks of wheat that people are holding, refers to a rule, a law, 
that was introduced by Stalin during the height of the Holodomor, where 
if you were caught in possession of anything more than three stalks of 
wheat, this was regarded as a criminal act and you could actually be 
executed for hoarding grain,” said Ostap Skyrpnyk with the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Manitoba branch. 

In the years 1932-33, Soviet Union leader Joseph Stalin ordered the 
seizures of food aimed at starving out the pro-Ukrainian peasantry, kill- 
ing millions of Ukrainians. 

On the fourth Saturday of November, Ukrainians worldwide mark 
Ukrainian Famine and Genocide Memorial Day. 

Here in Winnipeg, the UCC Manitoba branch holds a short panakhyda 
— amass in memory of the lives lost in the genocide — outside city hall, 
every year. 

“We owe it to everybody in the entire world, not just to Ukrainians, but 
to everybody, to commemorate, to remember these events so they never 
happen again,” said Skyrpnyk. “We should never allow for this to hap- 
pen again.” 

On Nov. 26, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau acknowledged the 
Holodomor and the contributions Canadian Ukrainians have made 
across the country. 

“Today, we commemorate one of the darkest chapters in human his- 
tory: the forced starvation of millions of Ukrainians by the tyrannical 
regime of Joseph Stalin in the early 1930s. This genocidal act was de- 
signed to destroy the identity and will of the Ukrainian people,” his state- 
ment on the government’s website read. 
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A life-size statue of the young girl clutching a handful of wheat stands in | 
Winnipeg 5 Canadian Museum for Human Rights as a representation of 
the human loss of the Holodomor. The girl also stands on the Manitoba’s 
legislative grounds. 


HON. RONA AMBROSE 


LEADER OF CANADAS OFFICIAL OPPOSITION 


www kerrsdiotie.com 
780-495-3261 


your family peace, 
warmth and © 
happiness this 
Christmas and 
_a Happy New Year 


(riz Saale 


AP истос 


Раждаєть 


essica Littlewood, | 
ort Saskatchewan - Vegreville 
Street | || Вох451 
| 4927 - 51 Avenue 
і Vegreville, AB T9C м 


Ра 


ІЙ MacEwan | UKRAINIAN RESOURCE AND 
* UNIVERSITY DEVELOPMENT CENTRE 


The Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) 
at MacEwan University wishes a Merry Christmas and a Very 
Happy New Year to all. We would like to pass a special thank-you 
to our numerous friends, colleagues, and supporters in Canada 
and Ukraine, who contribute to successful implementation of 
our mandate. Thanks to your generous support, we are able 
to pursue a range of academic and cultural outreach initiatives 
that link our two countries closer together. 


Yuri Konkin 

Director Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre 
MacEwan University 

Room 7-257 N, City Centre Campus, 

PO Box 1796, Edmonton AB T5J 2P2 


http://MacEwan.ca/URDC 
https://www.facebook.com/MUURDC 
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з Різдвом Христовим 
і Новим Роком! 
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Overall view of the Memorial Service 


ТО - MARCO LEVYTSKY 


z 
о 


Speaker focuses оп the politics 
of Holodomor commemoration 


Cont. from P. 1 


nians died as a result of it; and that 
the famine affected Ukraine and 
Ukrainian-inhabited regions more 
severely than other areas of the 
USSR. 

“However, once being integrated 
into global scholarship, the Ho- 
lodomor became a subject of dif- 
ferent interpretations and contro- 
versies,” noted Dr. Kravchenko. 

Among these are questions as to 
whether it was a genocide or crime 
against humanity, the number of 
victims and whether it had a na- 
tional/ethnic or social dimension. 

“Holodomor is a powerful in- 
tellectual tool which can be effec- 
tively used for the national consoli- 
dation. “However, speaking of the 
national tragedies, we should speak 
of the national responsibilities. 

“Are Ukrainians ready to take 
responsibility for its own past, in- 
cluding the recent one? Are they 
willing to liberate themselves from 
the burden of a ‘thousand-year’ 
history of eternal suffering /strug- 
gle and to refocus public awareness 


from the past to the future, from the 
culture of survive to the culture of 
development? 

ЗТ believe that Canadian Ukrai- 
nians’ message to Ukraine about 
the Holodomor should be based 
on their Canadian, not East-Euro- 
pean, experience. It teaches us that 
national consolidation is possible 
only on the principles of tolerance, 
open dialog, and multiculturalism. 
The dominant identity should be 
flexible enough to withstand new 
challenges and absorb new social 
trends and realities. The rule of law 
is much more important than the 
power of the past. 

“That is why it is really impor- 
tant to preserve a rational, pluralis- 
tic discourse about the Holodomor. 
Ukraine is an extremely complex 
phenomenon. One needs an ex- 
pert knowledge to understand it, 
to explain it, and to integrate it 
into global history. In other case 
it could be easily dismissed like it 
happened before the 80s. 

“T wish that all those, who were 
not afraid of telling the truth, all 
those who were not afraid of chal- 
lenging a mainstream, all of them 
also should be recognized and re- 
membered,” he concluded. 

Orysia Boychuk, President of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Ed- 
monton Branch, which organized 
the event, stated that “despite the 
decades-long efforts by communist 
authorities, and attempts by other 
contemporary forces to disinform 


| and erase from human memory the 


horrific experiences of the Holodo- 
mor, the world today knows the 
facts about this crime.” 

Archival documents, scholarly 
research and testimonies by survi- 


| уог5 have contributed to recogni- 


tion of the Holodomor as a geno- 
cide of the Ukrainian nation, the 


Й Alberta Legislature has passed a 
ЙО bill to annually commemorate the 


Ukrainian Famine and Genocide 
(Holodomor) and the subject is now 
being taught in Alberta schools. 
“We must continue to keep Ho- 
lodomor in the forefront by edu- 
cating our community and our 
children to prevent history from 
repeating itself... Let us continue to 
remember and honor the victims! 


“May the memory of the victims 
of the Holodomor — 1932-33 Fam- 
ine Genocide remain eternal. 

“Let us also remember the vic- 
tims of today’s Russian aggression 
against Ukraine, for those who 
have sacrificed for the right to live 
in freedom with dignity on Ukrai- 
nian soil on which rule of law pre- 
vails and fundamental human right 
are respected,” she said. 

Speaking on behalf of the Соу- 
егатепі of Canada, Edmonton- 
Centre MP Randy Boissonnault 
also focused on the theme of edu- 
cation. 

Turning to the youth groups rep- 
resented at the commemoration, he 
stated: “The reason we need you 
here today is so that you can keep 
telling the story of the Holodomor, 
until you are as old as me and either 
have grey hair, or no hair, and then 
beyond that. That is why you need 
to be here today. 

“We must never forget, we must 
never allow such things to happen 
again.” he added. 

Speaking on behalf of the Gov- 
ernment of Alberta, Deputy Pre- 
mier and Health Minister Sarah 
Hoffman stated 

“We remember the millions of 
men, women and children robbed 
of their lives in the government- 
imposed Ukrainian famine of 1932 
and 1933. 

“We remember people and com- 
munities robbed of dignity and ci- 
vility. 

“We remember survivors robbed 
of peaceful memories. 

“And a nation robbed, for many 
decades, of its very history. 

Edmonton Mayor Don Iveson 
stated: “We stand with the Ukrai- 
nian-Canadian community today in 
remembrance. 

“City Hall is proudly home to 
the world’s first public monument 
to the victims of the Holodomor 
genocide, which was constructed 
in 1983. Canada was also the first 
country to recognize Holodomor as 
an act of genocide in 2008. 

“We must be vigilant as a com- 
munity and learn from the lessons 
of Holodomor by helping those in 
need and standing up against op- 
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IN MEMORY OF ТЕ 
IN THE GENOOD 
UKRAIN 


PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Candle lighting ceremony at the world’s 
first monument to victims of the Holodomor. 
Among the participants are Holodomor 
survivors Natalka Talanchuk (in the red 
coat) and Leonid Korownyk (to her left) 


Holodomor 
commemoration 
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pression and violence in all forms 

“Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
people of Ukraine today, and with Edmon- 
ton’s Ukrainian community — we stand in 
solidarity with you as we mark this dark 
day.” 

Other politicians present were; From the 
Federal Government: Linda Duncan, MP, 
Edmonton Strathcona; Ziad Aboultaif, MP, 
Edmonton Manning; Jessica Litthewood, 
MLA Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville; 
Lorne Dach MLA for Edmonton-Mc- 
Clung; Heather Sweet - MLA for Edmon- 
ton- Manning; Nicole Goehring - MLA for 
Edmonton-Castle Downs; and Edmonton 
City Councillor Dave Loken. 

Representing the Edmonton Catholic 
School Board were Joan Carr - Superinten- 
dent and Boris Radyo - Assistant Superinten- 
dent Education Planning 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
berta Provincial Council was represented by 
Vice President Ivan Lypovyk 

Master of Ceremonies Liliya Pantelyuk- 
Sokha identified four Holodomor survivors 
who were in the audience: Natalka Talan- 
chuk, Anastasia Roll, Anna Korownyk and 
Leonid Korownyk, who read out a poem 
about the Holodomor he wrote especially for 
the event 

Other Holodomor survivors who live in 
Edmonton, but were unable to attend the 
commemoration are: Halina Ozehnkovk 
Fedir Horobec, Wira Horobec, Ludmyla 
Lytviak, Dusia Marych, Raisa Macewko, 
Marija Prokopehuk, Maria Brobych, Alexan- 
dra Rupchenko, Lena Shewchuk, Rev. Раміо 
Zmiyiwsky and Dobr vsky 

The commemors ith a Men 
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ACUA Gallery & Artisan Boutique 
Unique and original pieces of Ukrainian art and artisan crafts and Ukrainian te 


books and m for sale. Ukrainian folk art workshops, fine and culinary art 
workshops, and cultural events and programming. ~ 


Веселих Свят! 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS 


Wishing CC Ole 
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Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 


Я /uccedmonton 


The staff of the Kule Folklore Centre wishes you and yours 


Веселих свят i щасливого Нового року 


Merry Christmas 
and a Prosperous New Year 


Ring in the season by reconnecting with Ukrainian traditions and the folk community. 
We cordially invite you to peruse the Bohdan Medwidsky Ukrainian Folklore Archives 
for Ukrainian publications, photos, audio/video recordings, manuscripts, and artifacts 


Drop in and learn about Ukrainian calendar customs, folk songs, stories, dance, 
traditional beliefs, folk art, housing, clothing, wedding, and other rituals. 


Embrace folklore! 


Contact us at; 780-492-6906 or ukrfolk@ualberta.ca 
+ Visit our website: www.ukrfolk.ualberta.ca 


250 Old Arts and Convocation Hall, University of Alberta 


Oil Painting by Peter Shostak 


Конгрес Українців Канади 
Сердечно вітає Вас з Різдвом Христовим і Новим Роком! 
Висловлюємо найкращі побажання lepapxam Українських 
Церков, Крайовим Проводам та членам Складових 
Організацій Конгресу, всій українсько-канадській громаді 
та всьому українському народові на Батьківщині та в 
Діаспорі! Зичимо Вам та Вашим родинам Божого 
благословення і щиро дякуємо за допомогу у праці 
Конгресу. 
Веселих та щасливих свят! 


Христос Рождається! Славімо Його! 
www.ucc.ca | 1-866-942-4627 
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Україна може обійтися без російського 
газу й цієї зими - Крутихін 


Тетяна Ярмощук, Радіо Свобода 

Тристоронні газові переговори між представ- 
никами Києва, Москви та Брюсселя можуть 
відбутися у грудні. Минулу зиму українська сторо- 
на обійшлася без російського газу, і, як вважають 
деякі експерти, так може бути й цьогоріч у разі не- 
досягнення домовленостей. 

Дата тристоронніх газових переговорів за участі 
української, російської та європейської сторони ще 
не встановлена. 

«Ми ще не маємо конкретної дати», - повідомила 
Радіо Свобода речниця Єврокомісії Анна-Каїса 
Ітконен. 

«Віце-президент Єврокомісії Марош Шевчович 
тиждень тому був у Москві, після чого було заявле- 
но про готовність до тристоронніх переговорів, але 
дати ще немає. Наразі ми шукаємо дату, яка буде 
прийнятною для усіх трьох сторін», - зазначила 
речниця Єврокомісії. 

Наприкінці листопада міністр  енергети- 
ки Росії Олександр Новак повідомив після 
зустрічі з Марошем Шевчовишем, що перегово- 
ри Росії, Євросоюзу й України щодо газу можуть 
відбутися найімовірніше у грудні (За інформацією 
російського видання «Комерсанть», вони можуть 
відбутися у період з 10 по 17 грудня). 

В українському «Нафтогазі» заявили, що готові 
до обговорення умов постачання російського 
газу до України і подякували Марошу Шефчови- 
чу «за донесення позиції української сторони до 
російської влади» під час зустрічі з російською 
стороною. 

«На те, що її інтереси як транзитера будуть 
враховані і захищені, а також на те, що вона стабільно 
отримуватиме той об'єм прокачки, про який йтиметь- 
ся», - говорить Радіо Свобода народна депутатка від 
«Самопомочі», секретар парламентського комітету з 
питань ПЕК Вікторія Войціцька. 

Що ж до перспективи відновлення закупівлі 
російського газу, то, за словами Войціцької, 
нинішніх запасів, які є в українських підземних 
газових сховищах, українській стороні має виста- 
чити для проходження зимового сезону. 

«Виходячи з розрахунків, які були зроблені 
для «Нафтогазу» у вигляді експертної думки 
європейських технічних спеціалістів, в Україні для 
проходження цієї зими, з урахуванням прогнозних 
показників погоди, зараз уже достатньо об'ємів 
газу (у підземних газових сховищах - ред.). Але 
тут треба пам'ятати, що це за умови, що у нас є 
достатньо вугілля. А питання щодо постачан- 
ня вугілля для генерації тепла та електрики є», - 
зазначає Войціцька. 

Саймон  ШПірані, співробітник програми 
досліджень природного газу з Оксфордсько- 
го інституту енергетичних досліджень, вважає, 


що ці переговори необхідні з огляду на зимовий 
період та відсутність гарантій, що Україна зможе 
імпортувати достатні обсяги газу з Заходу . 

«Прийнятним результатом переговорів було б 
те, якби Росія знову погодилася продавати Україні 
газ за ціною, конкурентною з тією, за якою Київ 
купує газ на Заході. Впевнений, що це буде зро- 
блено. Складність наразі полягає у тому, що у разі 
неможливості купувати достатні обсяги газу у 
Європі , Росія зможе використати це для вистав- 
лення трохи вищої ціни», - каже Пірані в інтерв'ю 
Радіо Свобода. 

Якщо ж сторонам найближчим часом домо- 
витися таки не вдасться, то, як вважає аналітик 
російської дослідницької компанії RusEnergy Ми- 
хайло Крутихін, Україна зможе пережити і цю 
зиму без російського газу. ' 

«У «Газпромі» стверджують, що українці про- 
сять продати російський газ. Натомість в Україні 
кажуть, що це «Газпром» бігає за представни- 
ками «Нафтогазу» і просить, щоб вони купи- 
ли російський газ. Трохи незрозуміло, хто тут 
правий. Але я думаю, що Україна зможе й цієї 
зими обійтися без російського газу», - зазначає 
російський експерт в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода. 

Упродовж багатьох років Україна брала креди- 
ти, щоб заповнювати свої підземні газові схови- 
ща задля гарантування безперебійного транзиту 
до країн Євросоюзу. В українському експертному 
середовищі неодноразово порушувалося питання, 
щоб європейська сторона купувала газ у «Газпро- 
му» не на російсько-українському кордоні, а на 
кордоні між Україною та ЄС. 

«Це було б раціональним рішенням, - вважає 
Крутихін. - Але, наскільки мені відомо, російська 
сторона виступає проти того, щоб європейці ку- 
пували газ на кордоні з Україною, оскільки є 
політичні обмеження. У Росії вважають, що та- 
кий вихід міг би далі підштовхнути Україну у 
бік Євросоюзу і сприяти економічній інтеграції 
України та ЄС, що з політичної точки зору не може 
подобатися Кремлю». 

На думку ж Саймона Пірані, цього не хочуть i 
європейські компанії, оскільки у такому випад- 
ку, вони змушені будуть брати на себе додаткову 
відповідальність щодо транспортування газу через 
Україну. 

«Українські коментатори та багато європейських 
політиків підтримують це. Але європейські 
компанії досі мають сумніви щодо цього, - каже 
Пірані. - Але, думаю, ситуація може змінитися 
після 2019 року, коли закінчиться дія українсько- 
російських газових контрактів». 

Від 25 листопада 2015 року «Нафтогаз» припи- 
нив імпорт газу з Росії, перейшовши на закупівлю 
ресурсу лише на своєму західному кордоні. 


Wishing you and your loved ones 
all the best this Christmas Season! 


Христос 
Раждається! 


Славім Його! 


St Michael's Cemetery 
13819 - 82 Street 
Edmonton, AB 

(780) 424 — 5493 


Main Cemetery Gates open 
7 :00 am — 10:00 pm 7 days per week 


Ukrainian News/Y«paincpki вісті, Dec. 8 - 31, 8 - 31 грудня, 2016 


——; 7 
| : 


__ Shevchenko Foundation 


One Hundred Thousand 


Shevchenko | 
Foundation 
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Doug), Gordon Gordey. 


PHOTO — CASSIAN SOLTYKEVYCH 
Lefi to Right: Andrew Hladyshevsky, Doug Kawulych (son of Elsie), Elsie Kawulych, Halya Kawulych (wife of 


Kawulych makes 
$100,000 donation to 


Shevchenko 


(UkrNews)—Vegreville Ukrainian com- 
munity activist Elsie Kawulych has donated 
$100,000 to the Ukrainian Canadian Foun- 
dation of Taras Shevchenko for its Our Leg- 
acy Our Tomorrow campaign. 

Kawulych, who has been recognized with 
the Alberta Order of Excellence and the Or- 
der of Canada for her contributions to the 
Ukrainian Canadian cultural legacy, made 
the presentation during an evening held to 
promote the campaign at the University of 
Alberta’s Faculty Club, November 25. 

“Our family has always celebrated its 
Ukrainian heritage,’ said Kawulych, who 
is an Honorary Co-Chair of the Our Legacy 
Our Tomorrow Campaign. 

“That is why we chose to support the 
Shevchenko Foundation. The Shevchenko 
Foundation supports the Ukrainian Canadian 
community in a very meaningful way — by 
preserving the Ukrainian heritage and lan- 
guage for future generations. 

“The many Ukrainian festivals and other 
events that we all enjoy — they could not sur- 
vive without the support of this foundation. 

“Growing up in a large family of Ukrain- 
ian settlers in rural Alberta in the thirties had 
its challenges. My parents always taught me 
that we had to give something back to the 
community. It is my hope that this gift will 
benefit the Ukrainian community for genera- 
tions to come,” she added. 

Andrew Hladyshevsky, QC, President of 
the Shevchenko Foundation noted that it has 
formed much of who we are as Ukrainian 
Canadians”. 

“We are the pioneers who helped shape 
our communities and create cultural hubs 
which we enjoy today. Alberta, like many 
other provinces across Canada is seeing once 


Foundation 


again a resurgence of immigrants who have 
planted roots and are contributing to our cul- 
tural heritage and building on our traditions. 

“Our people are hard-working, industri- 
ous and self-motivated and have always had 
a vision to create better lives and futures for 
their families and our community... These ef- 
forts are supported with your time and funds 
either directly or through the Shevchenko 
Foundation. 

Shevchenko Foundation Director Gordon 
Gordey, who served as Master of Ceremon- 
ies for the evening, explained that the Leg- 
acy Our Tomorrow campaign was launched 
in September 2015 and has a target of $20 
million. 

“Tn the time span from then to now, we 
have accomplished a significant portion of 
what we set out from that time period,” 

William Petruck, President of Funding 
Matters and a co-chair of the campaign, 
stressed that the Shevchenko Foundation has 
a very good investment record whose funds 
are used to promote the Ukrainian cultural 
experience. 

“We have the opportunity to tell our story 
on our own terms, he said. 

Darka Tarnawsky, Executive Director 
of Ukrainian Shumka Dancers & Shumka 
School of Dance, outlined the critical con- 
tributions the Shevchenko Foundation has 
given to such projects ads their current 
“Clara’s Dream” Christmas production and 
the Shevchenko tribute Kobzar, which will 
be touring this Spring with the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus. 

She also revealed that Shumka has a major 
production planned for the 150" Anniversary 
of Canadian Confederation which will fuse 
Ukrainian and Fist Nations’ cultural traditions. 


Massive Chornobyl containment 
shield moved into final position 


(RFE/RL)—The huge structure that will 
prevent further leaks of radiation from 
Ukraine’s Chornobyl nuclear power plant 
has been moved into its final position. 

On November 29, the world’s largest moy- 
able metal structure was placed over the 
stricken fourth reactor to replace the decaying 
concrete structure that rescuers put into place 
in the wake of the April 1986 disaster that sent 
radiation spewing across Europe. 

The 108-meter-high structure — which took 
two weeks to slide into place — is taller than 
the Statue of Liberty and cost some $1.6 bil- 
lion, with funding coming from the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 


The new arch is designed to withstand 
earthquakes and extreme weather conditions 
and should contain the reactor’s radiation for 
a century. 

Inside, it contains monitoring equipment 
and automated fire-suppression systems. 

Eventually, officials plan to dismantle the 
old concrete sarcophagus and remove the re- 
maining nuclear fuel from the plant. 

The United Nations estimates around 
4,000 people either died directly from the 
1986 accident or later from cancer and other 
radiation-related causes. 

Environmental activists such as Greenpeace 
put the overall death toll as high as 100,000. 
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Cheist із Bovn! 


202 - 952 Main St Winnipeg, MB R2W ЗРА 
Phone: 204-944-9128. Toll Free 866-524-5314 
www.shevchenkofoundation.com 


Українська Канадська 
Фундація 
ім. Тараса Шевченка 
Щиро вітає усіх жертводавців і 
прихильників з нагоди 
Різдва Христового та 
Нового Року! 


Рада Директорів: 

Андрій Гладишевський Q.C., 
Ірка Мицак, Гордон Гордей, 
Адріян Бойко, Ліда Нарожняк, 
Скот Армстронг, Орест Скляренко 


£ 
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Ukrainian Canadian 
Foundation of 


Taras Shevchenko 
Extends warmest greetings to all 
our donors and supporters 
as we celebrate 
Christ’s Birth and the 
New Year! 


Board of Directors: 
Andrew Hladyshevsky, Q.C., 
irka Mycak, Gordon Gordey, 

Adrian Boyko, Lidia Narozniak, 
Scott Armstrong, Orest Sklierenko 
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Hon. Chrystia Freeland, 
MP, University Rosedale 

344 Bloor St. West. Suite 510, 
Toronto ON, M5S ЗА7 

Tel.: (416) 928-1451, 

Fax; (416) 928-2377 
chrystia_freeland@parl.gc.ca 


MP. Etobicoke- Lakeshore 


1092 Islington Av,. Suite 202, 


Toronto, ON, М87 489 
Tel: (416) 251-5510, 

Fax: (416) 251-2845 
James.Maloney@parl.ge.ca 


Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year! 
Найщиріші 

вітання з Різдвом 
Христовим та 
Новим Роком! 


радісних свят! 
Христос народився! 
Славімо Його! 


2906-B Bloor St. W. 
wae Toronto, ON, M8X 1B6 
Artist, Myron Levytsky (1913-1993) Medical Project / Dzherelo 


Веселих i 


unlocking the door 


to their frtiure 


Randy Boissonnault, 

MP, Edmonton Centre 

10235 - 124 Street , Suite 103, 
Edmonton, AB,TSN 1P9 

Tel: (780) 442-1888, 

Fax: (780) 442-1891 
Randy.Boissonmault@parl.ge.ca 


Arif Virani, 

MP, Parkdale—High Park 
1596 Bloor St W, 
Toronto, ON, M6P 1A7 
Tel: (416) 769-5072, 
Fax 416-769-8343 
Anf.Virani@parl.gc.ca 


Nadiya Savchenko (left) with International Trade Minister 
Chrystia Freeland. 


РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
СЛАВІМ ЙОГО! 


Julie Dzerowicz, 

MP, Davenport 

1202 Bloor Street West, 
Toronto, ON, M6H 1N2 
Tel: (416) 654-8048, 

Fax: (416) 654-5083 

Julie Dzerowiez@parl.ge.ca 


Borys Wrzesnewskyj, 

MP, Etobicoke Centre 

577 Burmmhamthorpe Rd. Unit 2, 
Etobicoke, ON, М9С 2Y3 

Tel: (416) 249-7322, 

Fax: (416) 249-6117 

Borys. Wrzesnewskyj@parl_ge.ca 


Ukraine’s . 
pilot heroine 
tells Canada: 
Don’t be nice 

to Putin — 


By Terry Milewski, 
CBC News, Dec 02, 2016 

After nearly two years in a Russian prison, 
Nadiya Savchenko can report from the belly 
of the beast. People listen to her, too. As one 
of Ukraine’s first female military pilots, she 
is blunt, tough as nails and knows plenty 
about Russian tactics. 

Now, as a free woman and a national hero, 
5Пе'з а rising political star. 

This week, she’s in Canada meeting with 
members of the Trudeau cabinet, among 
others, with a typically unvarnished message 
that boils down to this: Ukraine’s friends 
should do as she did, and give Russian 
President Vladimir Putin an upraised middle 
finger. 

“It’s very nice that Canadians come to 
enjoy a good life,” she says with no hint ofa 
smile. “That they have become so polite, so 
nice, such a nice people. It’s an advantage in 
many respects, but a disadvantage when you 
have to deal with a bully like Russia.” 

Lt. Nadiya Savchenko made waves as 
soon as she joined the air force and com- 
plained that she was told to fly helicopters, 
not jet fighters. She disobeyed orders, she 
drank and finally she went AWOL to volun- 
teer in the fight against pro-Russian separa- 
tists in the east of the country. 

Captured there in 2014, she was bundled 
across the Russian border and placed on 
trial. That trial, and her 83-day hunger strike, 
made her famous. U.S. and European polit- 
icians declared her a hostage and demanded 
her release. 

She has updated her look just a little, now 
that she’s no longer a prisoner. During a 
lengthy show trial in the old Soviet style, the 
world became familiar with the angry, caged 
wildcat in T-shirt and bare feet, shouting her 
defiance from the prisoner’s pen and, yes, 
giving the judge the finger. 

But she’s a politician now and travels in 
a smart military uniform or a pinstriped suit 
— although the cropped pilot’s haircut stays. 
Before being freed in a prisoner swap on 
May 25 of this year, she’d been elected in 
absentia to the Ukrainian parliament. Inevit- 
ably, in a country very short of heroic polit- 
icians, she is tipped to ride her fame to the 
president’s office. 

“Savchenko is one of the very few patri- 
otic heroes to come out of an otherwise dis- 
astrous war with Russia,” said Lucan Way of 
the Centre for European, Russian and Eur- 
asian Studies at the University of Toronto. 
“She is a bright spot in a very dark period.” 

So she’s broadening her horizons — and 
her celebrity opens doors. She may be a 
35-year-old opposition backbencher from 
Kyiv, but she had no trouble getting to see 
Canada’s ministers of foreign affairs and 
international trade, Stéphane Dion and 
Chrystia Freeland. Not incidentally, the lat- 
ter speaks Ukrainian well and is a longtime 
friend of the Ukrainian resistance to Russia’s 
embrace. 

At every stop, Savchenko hammers her 
message home — and it’s aimed not just at 
Canada but at the professed Putin admirer 
who’s headed for the White House: Donald 
Trump. 

“Whoever thinks you can have a nor- 
mal, warm relationship with Russia will 
very soon find out that you cannot have a 
warm relationship with a country that has 
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Dion says Canada, U.S. share interest 
in resolving Russia’s Ukraine incursion 


By Mike Blanchfield 

(CP)—Canada wants to work 
with the United States to face the 
“challenge” posed by Russia, For- 
eign Affairs Minister Stéphane 
Dion said Dec. 1. 

Dion steered clear of weighing 
in directly on comments Donald 
Trump made during the U.S. elec- 
tion campaign in which he praised 
Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

But the minister said Canada and 
the U.S. have a shared interest in 
dealing with Russia’s incursion 
into Ukraine. 

“We want to have a very positive 
and constructive role to play in our 
relationship with the United States 
bilaterally and also what we can 
do together in the world, including 
facing the challenge (of) Russia,” 
Dion said in an interview. 

Russia’s annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimea Peninsula in 2014 and 
its backing of separatist rebels in 
the country’s east have prompted 
NATO to bolster its military foot- 
print in eastern Europe. 

“The NATO policy is deterrence 
and dialogue. Canada was alone to 
do deterrence without dialogue and 
we are correcting that,” said Dion. 

The Conservative opposition has 
criticized Dion and the Liberals for 
re-engaging with Russia, accusing 
it of “cozying up” to the “Putin re- 
gime.” Former prime minister Ste- 
phen Harper avoided direct contact 


with Putin at international events 
during most of his last two years 
in office, as his government down- 
graded diplomatic contact. 

Dion said after the U.S. elec- 
tion that Canada would maintain 
sanctions on Russia. The previous 
week, his spokesman Joseph Pick- 
erill told The Canadian Press that 
Canada’s diplomatic re-engage- 
ment with Russia did not mean 
“business as usual.” 

“The duration of our sanctions 
are clearly linked to Russia’s 
complete implementation of the 
Minsk agreements and respect for 
Ukraine’s sovereignty,” he said. 

“Conversely, Canada, together 
with its G7 partners, stands ready 
take further restrictive measures 
should Russia’s actions so require.” 

On Dec. 1, European Coun- 
cil President Donald Tusk said 
it would be hard to preserve the 
West’s unity on lioscow after 
Trump is sworn in on Jan. 20. 

Tusk told a Polish television sta- 
tion that in a recent conversation he 
had with the president-elect, Trump 
was more concerned with Britain’s 
decision to leave the European 
Union after this summer’s Brexit 
vote than he was about Russia. 

Dion refused to be drawn into a 
discussion about Trump’s Russia 
policies. 

He said the government’s 
“policy” is not to speculate on what 


Ukraine’s pilot heroine tells 
Canada: Don’t be nice to Putin 
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no principles, that doesn’t respect 
other democratic rights. And soon, 
Trump will find out that is the 
case.” 

Putin, of course, argues that there 
are no Russian forces in Ukraine, 
and that Russia is merely lending 
support to Russian speakers in the 
eastern Donbas region. Savchenko 
does not buy it for a minute. Nor 
does she believe that Putin’s ambi- 
tions will stop at eastern Ukraine. 
If the West does not stand firm, she 
believes, a full-scale Russian inva- 
sion could happen and “the inva- 
sion could end up at Britain.” 

She’s not kidding. Weakness or 
appeasement, she insists, has led us 
into war before. 

“We need to have principles to 
stand up for. Particularly that type 
of politics led to World War I and 
World War II. We need to have 
foresight into the future to prevent 
those types of conflict. If we don’t 
have that type of long-term vision, 
we are facing World War III.” 

For a while, her Russian jailers 
questioned Savchenko’s sanity and 
sent her to a psychiatric ward. Her 
own memories of prison are still 
with her, even as she tries to move 
on. 

“In prison, my soul became very 
cold,” she says. “My sister said to 
me І did wake up at night scream- 
ing and yelling, but that’s not 
something I’m paying attention to, 
I’m really trying to move forward.” 

At only 35, Savchenko is a sym- 
bol, to many Ukrainians, of new 
and clean politics. Is she, perhaps, 


a potential pre dent? You'd never 
know she was new to politics as 
she dances defily around the ques- 
tion. Ee 

“Tam ready to serve my country 
in any рн as soldier, 
politician or president as long as 
people want that. However, I am 
not interested in the presidency for 
the sake of power. In fact, all of my 
involvement in politics is a way to 
change politics in itself. I am dis- 
appointed in the politics we have 
right now and politics as usual, that 
we’ve had for the last 25 years has 
led us to nowhere.” 

U of T’s Lucan Way, for one, 
feels she has the credibility to pull 
off a presidential bid. But he also 
detects a shift in tone that could 
have a positive effect on relations 
with Russia. 

“Her tone and comments have 
exhibited a somewhat surprising 
moderation. She has certainly sup- 
ported a military response to Putin. 
However, she has also been rela- 
tively cautious in her support for 
Western arming of Ukraine — not- 
ing the danger of escalation,” Way 
said in an email to CBC News. 

But Savchenko says that what 
she really wants is what she joined 
the air force for: to be a fighter pi- 
lot. 

“I don’t want to be the president. 
I prefer to fly. But if there’s good, 
creative ideas that would make 
a positive change, I could be the 
president to bring those positive 
changes.” 

In an uncertain world, here’s a 
safe bet: we have not heard the last 
of Nadiya Savchenko. 


the Trump administration might do 
once in power. 

John Brennan, the director of the 
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, 
was not as reluctant. He told the 
BBC that Trump should be “wary” 
of Russia’s promises and criticized 
it for its role in helping the Syrian 
government wage its costly civil 
wat. 

Peter Kent, the Conservative for- 
eign affairs critic, said it is too early 
to say whether Trump will temper 
his campaign rhetoric on Russia. 

“We hope that among the foreign 
policy experts he engages in his 
administration there will be cau- 
tionary voices urging great care in 
dealings with Russia,” Kent said. 

Kent said he is concerned with 
“the government’s muted voice 
regarding the defenceless civilians 
of Aleppo and elsewhere in Syria” 
and its desire to “get to the table 
with Russia on Arctic issues.” 

Brennan also told the British 
broadcaster it would be “the height 
of folly” to tear up the 2015 Iran 
agreement, which restricts Iran’s 
ability to take part in certain nucle- 
ar activities in exchange for lifting 
sanctions. 

Dion also said he wants to see 
the nuclear deal with Iran рге- 
served, something Trump has said 
he wants to scrap. 

“We think it’s a deal (that is) 
good for the world, and we support 
it,” Dion said. 

Kent said given that Trump has 
already “modified” a series of cam- 
paign promises, it’s not clear the 


“nuclear deal with Iran — which the 


Conservatives opposed in the last 
days of their government and in 
opposition — is in any jeopardy. 
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We, at Ukrainian News, would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the many businesses and people who have supported 
us in so many ways throughout 2017 To our readers, donors, 
advertisers and contributing writers we offer our sincere 
thanks. May you all have a very Merry Christmas and be 


Веселих Свят Різдва Христового та 
Щасливого Нового Року 


же 


р Українському народові в Діяспорі та 

// Україні, українським Церквам, церковним, 
громадським і політичним організаціям 
та нашому членству і прихильникам 


бажають 
Організації Українського 
Державницького Фронту при 


Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні 


blessed with health and prosperity in the New Year. 
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Голодомору передували 5,000 
селянських повстань — В'ятрович 


Прод. із ст. 2 й 

мось новим видом війни, говоря- 
чи про гібридну війну, яку веде 
сучасна Росія, то це приблизно 
те ж саме, що робилося тоді у 
1918 році, коли паралельно з 
легітимною владою створюють- 
ся якісь місцеві «влади», які себе 
в Харкові оголошують «радянсь- 
кою республікою», які просять 
«на допомогу» більшовицький 
режим. Який приходить i 
відповідно | силою  багнетів 
намагається встановлювати на 
території України. 

Але We протистояння між 
більшовизмом, який, я ще раз 
кажу, і мав певну підтримку в 
українському суспільстві, були 
й українські політики, які його 
підтримували, але здебільшого 
був  привнесений ззовні, з 
українським національним ру- 
хом, призвело все ж таки до пере- 
моги більшовизму. В силу різних 
причин - зовнішніх, внутрішніх, 
неготовності українського 
національного руху. 

Але разом з тим український 
національний рух був настільки 
потужним, що змусив  все- 
таки більшовиків теж піти на 
компроміс. I тим компромісом 
стало створення УРСР. Тому що 
Україна все ж таки набула бодай 
якоїсь суб'єктності. 

Наступним компромісом стало 
те, що в Україні почала проводи- 
тися політика українізації. Так, 
це була загальносоюзна політика 
так званої коренізації, але її 
відображення в Україні було 
дуже особливим. І воно теж було 
виявом того, що більшовики на- 
магалися, умовно кажучи, ку- 
пити місцеве населення своєю 
«прихильністю» до української 
культури. I це, врешті, призвело 
до такого спалаху, вибуху куль- 
турного, який, на жаль, пізніше 
увійшов історію, як «Розстріляне 
Відродження». 

- Якщо в Росії булавиграна гро- 
мадянська війна більшовиками, 
то фактично жертвами цієї 
громадянської війни (є ті, хто 
виграв, і ті, хто програв) стали 
прихильники всіх тих поглядів, 
які були або вбиті, або вичавлені 
з Росії. Вони просто їхали па- 
роплавами. Пам'ятаєте, вся ця 
російська еліта, інтелігенція i 
просто люди, які не хотіли жити 
під більшовицьким режимом. І 
по суті Росія стала країною, яку 
контролювали переможці. 

Але якщо Ви говорити, що до 
України прийшла чужа армія, то 
вона так чи інакше встановила 
свою владу. Але це було схоже на 
«ДНР». Все рівно як армія «ДНР» 
встановлює владу над Києвом чи 
над Львовом. Немає значення. 

- Приблизно. 

- То це означає, що величезна 
кількість населення, яке не було 
прихильником більшовизму, не 
було учасником, тому що це була 
не громадянська війна, залишило- 
ся на своїх місцях. От тому, мож- 
ливо, йому й не довіряли, тому що 
воно було небезпечне по суті? 

- Абсолютно. Це населення 
було спочатку тихо опозиційним, 
поки не втручалися в його життя. 
Абсолютна більшість українців 
на той момент були звичайними 
селянами. І до того моменту, поки 
більшовики не почали проводити 
цю політику колективізації, коли 
самі не влізли в це село, забираю- 
чи в селян землю, селяни були такі 
пасивно-відсторонені від цієї вла- 
ди - ви не лізете в наші справи, а 
ми не рухаємо вас. 
--Толовні ці антибільшовицькі 


селянські повстання, які мали 
місце на початку 1920 років, 
врешті-решт вигасли в силу 
того, що їх придушили, але та- 
кож в силу того, що більшовики 
відмовилися від політики 
«воєнного комунізму». "Тобто 
вони пішли на мирову, скажімо 
так, з селянами, вирішивши не 
проводити цю війну. 

Так от, в кінці 1920-х років 
більшовики знову відчули у собі 
сили втрутитися в українське 
село, намагаючись його перела- 
мати. Якраз це і призвело до тих 
масових повстань 1929-ro, 1930- 
го, 1931 років, про які я говорив 
на початку розмови. 

- Які так налякали Сталіна? 

- Які так налякали Сталіна. 
I які стали причиною, зокрема, 
того, що він вирішив вдатися до 
цього виду вбивства, яким стан 
Голодомор. 

- А що було головним, з точки 
зору саме розправи з українським 
селянством? Це були 
шовіністичні настрої? Тому що 
ми тут маємо створити імперію 
i раз і назавжди покінчити з са- 
мою ідеєю сецесії. А ідея сецесії 
коріниться в українському селі. 
Про це, до речі, Сталін по суті 
теж писав у своїх листах до 
партійних активістів, до своїх 
соратників. Або це все ж таки 
була ідея і більшовицької догми, 
коли от пролетаріат...? 

- Я думаю, що було і одне, і 
друге насправді. І всі ці речі були 
дуже пов'язані. Очевидно, про- 
водячи Голодомор, Сталін вби- 
вав український національний 
рух. Але Сталін також руйнував 
якусь. соціальну гальтернативу 
до більшовицького ладу. Тому 
що заможний український се- 
лянин - це людина, яка ставала 
на заваді, власне, побудови ра- 
дянського ладу, більшовицького, 
який справді мав би опирати- 
ся на пролетаріат. А що таке 
пролетаріат? Це людина без 
майна, людина, яка легко стає 
гвинтиком i в цій тоталітарній 
системі. Натомість заможний i 
самостійний господар, вільна 
людина, козак, кажучи TaKH- 
ми більш давніми словами, не 
вмонтовується в цю систему. 

Через це, вбиваючи 
українських селян, він по суті 
реалізував два своїх завдання - 
ліквідовував якусь соціальну не- 
безпечну верству і національну 
- український національний рух, 
який стояв на заваді побудови 
радянської імперії. 

Насправді російської імперії 
радянського зразка. Тому що 
на початок 1930-х років Сталін 
і радянська влада фактично 
вже відмовилися від всіх цих 
інтернаціональних догм, з яких 
починався більшовизм, i по 
суті знову ж таки взяв собі на 
озброєння російський шовінізм. 
Не дарма говорять про таку 
ідеологію теоретично націонал- 
більшовизму, яка на той момент 
стає основою для Сталіна. 

Упродовж наступних  1930- 
х років ця ідеологія стає ще 
міцнішою. Більше того, вона вже 
апелює до пам'яті про царат, про 
князівські часи. І Сталін вже не 
бачив в тому якоїсь суперечності, 
що він, бачите, будує свою 
ідеологію, | опираючись Ha 
інформацію чи на пам'ять про 
царів, князів. Іван Грозний 
стає одним із його улюблених 
персонажів (Сталіна — ред.). І 
так далі. Тобто він стає радше 
інструментом  переформатуван- 
ня СРСР в оновлену форму тієї 


ж російської імперії. І в цьому 
контексті знову ж таки Україна і 
український національний рух - 
це конкретна завада для створен- 
ня російської імперії. 

Зараз ми маємо схожу ситуацію. 
Тому що зараз будь-які плани, які 
так чи інакше виношує сучасне 
російське керівництво в образі 
Путіна щодо відновлення в тій 
чи іншій формі російської імперії 
розбиваються об український рух, 
об Україну. Тому, що Російська 
імперія починалася з поглинан- 
ня України. І зрозуміло, що без 
України будь-яка реконструкція 
російської імперії є неможливою. 

- В підручниках історії По- 
кровського, які були засуджені 
потім ЦК більшовицької партії, 
події в Україні, які призвели 
до Переяславської Ради, були 
зображені як те, що українських 
селян обманули, що вони почи- 
нали селянські повстання проти 
гнобителів, проти шляхти, проти 
всіх, хто не давав їм можливості 
нормально жити, а Богдан 
Хмельницький та верхівка ко- 
зацтва приєднали їх до Мо- 
сковського царства, яке було ще 
більш жорстоким і реакційним 
гнобителем, ніж Річ Посполита. 

- Такий суто класовий підхід 
себе вичерпав. Він став на заваді 
побудови імперії. Через це його 
залишили... 

- Так. Селяни перестали бути 
такими героями. 

- Абсолютно. Його зали- 
шили таким декоративним 
елементом в історії. А ocHo- 
вою історії стає абсолютно 
російський національний нара- 
тив, імперський навіть наратив. 

- А як змінилася Україна після 
Голодомору з соціальної точки 
зору? Можна сказати, що це вже 
була інша країна, ніж та, яку ми 
бачили на початку 1930) років? 

- Я думаю, що так. Було за- 
вдано досить серйозного уда- 
ру. Мова йде про страшні 
демографічні втрати. Ще досі 
суперечка. Але в будь-якому ви- 
падку про кількість загиблих під 
час Голодомору мова йде про 
мільйони вбитих. Очевидно, що 
найважливіше це те, що було 
вбите те, що ми зараз називаємо 
середнім класом. Тобто про ту 
соціальну верству, на основі якої 
мало би розвиватися нормальне 
суспільство. 


- Селянське. 
- Селянський середній клас. 
Тобто заможний селянин 


як такий, який в принципі в 
перспективі міг би перерости 
у фермера, міг би бути, навпа- 
ки, елементом для української 
урбанізації. Тобто для 
українізації міст. 

Коли ми зараз говоримо про те, 
що чимало міст на півдні і сході 
України стали російськими, то 
за рахунок, зокрема, того, що їх 
не було кому українізовувати, 
тому що українці були знищені 
в роки Голодомору. Відповідно 
урбанізація чи індустріалізація 
часто відбувалася справді за 
участі тих людей, яких при- 
возили в якості спеціалістів си- 
лою чи не силою, по-різному 
було, з інших регіонів, зокрема 
з Російської Федерації. І, оче- 
видно, що було знищено цілі 
пласти української національної 
селянської культури. 

- Т побутової культури насам- 
перед. 

— | побутової культури. 
Духовної культури так само за 
результатами. Тому, що той же 
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Голодомору передували 5,000 
селянських повстань - В'ятрович 


Прод. із ст. 18 

ж Рафаєль Лемкін, який гово- 
рив про «Совєцький геноцид в 
Україні» (так називається одна 
із його статтей), говорячи про 
геноцид, розглядає його ширше, 
ніж тільки Голодомор. Він го- 
ворить і про те, що елементами 
цього геноциду було і знищен- 
ня селян голодом, елементом 
цього геноциду було знищен- 
ня національної еліти, мова 
йде зокрема про «Розстріляне 
Відродження». Елементом цьо- 
го геноциду було знищення 
національної церкви. Елементом 
цього геноциду було заміщення 
населення, яке відбувалося на 
території України. 

І, власне, цього значною мірою 
вдалося досягнути Сталіну. Ї, зда- 
валося, на той момент, до початку 
Другої світової війни, що Україна 
впокорена, Україна зламана. Але, 
на щастя, для України ще зали- 
шалася частина українського ет- 
носу на території Польщі, де теж, 
очевидно, було далеко не райське 
життя, де теж була доволі сильна 
дискримінація з боку польської 
влади... ‘ 

— Але Голодомору не було! 

— Але непорівняльна взагалі 3 
комуністичним. Голодомору не 
було, репресії ніколи не набува- 
ли такого масштабу. 

Через це, власне, наступний 
етап національного відродження, 
який припадає на роки Другої 
світової війни, спалахує тоді 
якраз у західній Україні. А потім 
вже знову наступний етап - вже 
не збройної боротьби, а нена- 
сильницького | спротиву,  диси- 
дентський рух, який поступово 
починає проростає, знову стає 
загальнонаціональним. | І | ми 
маємо дисидентів з тієї ж До- 
неччини - Василь Стус, Олекса 
Тихий та інші. I національно- 
демократичний рух кінця 1980-х, 
який, врешті, й поставив крапку в 
існуванні радянської імперії. Його 
елементом були і соціальні рухи 
зокрема. Шахтарський протест- 
ний рух, який був на Донбасі. 

Тобто фактично завдання, 
яке ставив перед собою Сталін 
- знищити Україну - йому не 
вдалося реалізувати. І про це го- 
воримо цього року, коли в рам- 
ках цих відзначень Голодомору, 
пропонуючи заходи під гаслом 
«Голодомор не зламав». Ми го- 
воримо про конкретних людей, 
які пережили Голодомор, які 
стали свідками цього страшного 
геноциду. | тим не менш зуміли 
себе реалізувати. Ї ми так само 
можемо говорити про українців 
як національну спільноту, яка 
попри те, що перейшла че- 
рез страшний геноцид , зараз 
проявляє себе як спільнота здат- 
на до відродження. 

- Те, що Голодомор був не 
тільки класовим, але й етнічним 
знищенням, у російської про- 
паганди викликає таке, я ска- 
зав би, неймовірне здивування, 
так немов би це все було вига- 
дане зараз, принаймні за часів 

незалежної України. 

Але я колись наштовхнувся, 
мені здається, ще в дитячі роки, на 
вірші Осипа Мандельштама. I ве- 
ликий російський поет, описуючи 
атмосферу 1930 років, писав про 
«И тени страшнье Украйньі, Ку- 
бани». Він там не був політичним 
поетом. Він просто як будь-який 
митець дуже точно відчував, що 
відбувається... i кордони трагедії! 
Тому що у нього Україна i Кубань 
стали єдиним місцем... 

- Абсолютно. I поза кордони, 


власне, УРСР, охопивши і Кубань 
як територію, яка, власне, була 
здебільшого українською етнічно. 

- В ситуації з пам'яттю про Го- 
лодомор що можна зробити, щоб 
це не стало такою офіціозною 
пам'яттю, щоб люди дійсно 
відчували, що це фрагмент їхньої 
історії, який треба пам'ятати з 
поваги до власних сімейних та 
інших цінностей? 

- Найбільше ми боялися того, 
щоб ця пам'ять стала такою 
офіційною, після правління 
Віктора Ющенка. Він справді 
приділяв цьому чимало уваги. 
І справді було багато зроблено 
для різного роду інформаційної 
кампанії, для донесення 
інформації про Голодомор. 

І от раптом приходить до вла- 
ди Янукович, який в першому 
своєму міжнародному виступі 
в ПАРЄ у квітні 2010 року 
заявляє, що Голодомор - не ге- 
ноцид, а «общая трагедія всоєх 
савєцкіх народав». І фактично 
на державному рівні дуже різко 
припиняється будь-яка  робо- 
та, спрямована на поширен- 
ня інформації про Голодомор. 
Наступає традиційна четверта 
субота листопада, коли мають 
відбуватися заходи - держава не 
готує нічого! Посил, який тоді 
давали ЗМІ, підконтрольні владі, 
що Голодомор був також прим- 
хою Ющенка - українцям цього 
не треба. 

І слава Богу, на противагу 
цьому, створюється громадсь- 
кий комітет. Громадськість сама 
підхоплює цю ініціативу. І попри 
абсолютне невтручання з боку 
влади впродовж тих трьох років, 
коли в країні президентом був 
Віктор Янукович, заходи набу- 
вали, навпаки, якоїсь додаткової 
динаміки. Один із найбільших 
заходів, напевне, відбувся якраз 
в листопаді 2013 року. 

Зараз | ці | заходи | знову 
відбуваються спільно - це i 
громадськість, i держава. Oue- 


видно, що це теж є певним 
викликом. Тому WO там, де 
заходів | торкається | кістлява 


рука української бюрократії, то 
дуже легко задушити будь-яку 
ініціативу. І минулого року ми вже 
мали неприємні інциденти, коли 
Управління державної охорони 
не пустило якусь частину людей з 
незрозумілих їм причин і так далі. 
Але ми намагаємося з цим боро- 
тися. Ї я сподіваюся, що цього 
року такого роду речей не буде. 

Ми зокрема намагаємося бо- 
ротися з тим, щоб ця тема не 
зачерствіла, не стала абсолютно 
формальною, кожного року внося- 
чи якісь теми, які стосуються Го- 
лодомору. Теми, які здебільшого 
носять такий більш  позитив- 
ний характер на тлі цієї темної і 
страшної теми Голодомору. 

Ми говорили минулого року 
про людей правди. Тобто про тих 
людей, здебільшого журналістів 
українських, закордонних, лю- 
дей, які фіксували пам'ять про 
Голодомор попри те, що за це ча- 
сом платили життям. 

Ще попереднього року ми го- 
ворили, власне, про ці повстан- 
ня, з яких ми починали нашу 
розмову, які охопили Україну, які 
показували, що Україна не була 
просто жертвою тоталітарного 
режиму. 

Цього року ми говоримо, 
власне, про тих людей, які 
пережили Голодомор і зуміли 
реалізуватися. Я думаю, що, 
власне, з таким підходом 
нам вдасться втримати певне 


зацікавлення більшості людей i 
не перетворити ці заходи в якусь 
абсолютну формальність. 

- Чимало було таких людей, 
які змогли якось відновитися 
після всього того жаху, який 
вони побачили? 

- Mn сьогодні відкривали 
виставку. Це історії всього 15 
людей. Але це лише приклади 
насправді. Я думаю, що таких 
людей було набагато більше. Ті 
люди, які, здавалося, мали би 
зламатися, тому що і самі відчули 
на собі жах Голодомору, і втрати- 
ли своїх рідних і близьких, бо це 
все відбувалося у них на очах... 
При чому, що ми всі розуміємо, 
що Голод - це страшна зброя, яка 
вбиває не тільки тих, кого вона 
вбиває фізично, а вона вбиває 
навіть тих, що пережили, Люди- 
на часом уподібнюється до тва- 
рини. | це проживання на такому 
низькому рівні часто призводить 
до того, що потім люди не зна- 
ють, як піднятися. 

- Я знаю теж таких дуже бага- 
то історій. Це такий невроз, який 
фактично спричинений... Це ж 
тортури. Це людина після тортур. 

— Абсолютно. При чому, треба 
розуміти, що цей невроз, який 
ми бачимо дуже чітко на персо- 
нальному рівні, він, очевидно, є 
i на суспільному рівні. I, власне, 
можливо, наше завдання, прово- 
дячи ці заходи, то це проговори- 
ти цей невроз, убезпечити його. 
Тобто зробити так, щоб він вже 
не впливав на суспільство. 

- Ми хочемо ще раз вислови- 
ти свої щирі співчуття тим, хто 
пам'ятає про своїх близьких, що 
загинули, постраждали від Голо- 
домору під час 1930 років... 


May the Spirit of Christmas bring you Peace and 
Happiness now and throughout the New Year. 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! СЛАВІМ ЙОГО! 
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Веселих Різдвяних Свят та 
шасливого Нового Року! 


СУ Jan Pawilan 
DESIGN & MANUFACTURING OF 
art пор, ELECTRICAL POWER EQUIPMENT 
Ph: 780-456-9167 


Fax: 780-478-7135 
WWw.|ppower.ca 


14225 - 129 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5L 4N9 
jan@jppower.ca 


WHEATLEY SADOWNIK 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


May Christmas and the Holiday season f 
bring you prosperities and happiness! | Й 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 7 


2000 SUN LIFE PLACE « 10123-99 STREET " EDMONTON, ALBERTA - T5J ЗНІ 
TEL 780-423-6671 FAX 780-420-6327 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
Зі світлим празником Різдвяних Свят 
бажаємо радости, щастя та 

кріпкого здоров'я 


MARKET DRUGS MEDICAL LTD. 


10203 - 97 St., Edmonton, Alberta T5J 015 
Ph.: 780-422-1397 Fax: 780-426-6179 


Self Contained Residence for Seniors 


Незалежна Резиденція для Сеньйорів 


St. Апдгем'я || 


_ Ukrainian Selo | 
8025 - 101 Ave.,Edmonton | 
Ph.: 780-469-4141 | 


| 7 5 blocks from St. Andrew's Parish 
| © Taxi Service provided to Church 


» Located on Bus Route 
» Central Court Yard 


» Seniors Club 
» Social Activities 
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» Центральний парк 


« Клюб сеньйорів 
» Суспільні програми 


» Lounge Areas for Visiting 


5 бльоків від Собору Св. Андрєя 
» Обслуга Таксі до церкви 
» Приміщене при автобусовій лінії 


» Приміщення для відвідин 


Rent: 30% of Total Income 
Рент: 30% від цілої платні 


Dnipro-Selo Housing Society 


Marlene Krokosh - Administrator 


Дніпро-Село Житлове Товариство 
Марлін Крокош - Адміністратор 


_ Ukrainian Дпірго 


Senior Citizen's Home 
|| 11030 - 107 Street, Edmonton | 
Ph.: 780-425-5097 


| / є 1 block from St. John's Cathedral 

| - 2 blocks from Shopping Centre 
| | « Near Bus Route | 
» Chapel in Building 

« Lounge Areas for visiting 
» Seniors Club | 
» Social Activities 
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¢ | бльок від Катедри Св. Івана 

г 2 бльоки від комплексу крамниць 
Близько автобусової лінії 

| « Каплиця в будинку 

| « Приміщення для відвідин 

| «Клюб сеньйорів 

| - Суспільні програми 
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Empire, colonialism, and the Holodomor 


Conference explores comparative 
historical perspective 


(HREC/CIUS)—The Holodomor 
was a central theme at the confer- 
ence “Empire, Colonialism, and 
Famine in Comparative Historical 
Perspective,” held October 28-29 
in Toronto. This is the fourth inter- 
national conference organized by the 
Holodomor Research and Education 
Consortium (HREC) of the Can- 
adian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
(University of Alberta). 

The first day, held at Univer- 
sity of Toronto, featured presen- 
tations on the Irish Famine, the 
Holodomor, and the Bengal Fam- 
ine of 1943. Liudmyla Hrynevych, 
from the Institute of History, 
National Academy of Sciences 


of Ukraine, presented on “The 
Ukrainian Holodomor in the Con- 
text of Soviet Imperialism.” Dr. 
Hrynevych noted that the Ukrain- 
ian Famine is most often under- 
stood through the prism of com- 
munism and totalitarianism, with 
imperialism and colonialism таг- 
ginal to intellectual discussions. 
She outlined the colonial policies 
of the Kremlin and the massive, 
forcible extraction of grain at the 
expense of the Ukrainian people, 
adding that “It was precisely the de- 


priving of Ukrainian authorities of 


the right to manage the harvest that 
led to the Holodomor.” Discussant 
Mark von Hagen of Arizona State 


Panelists respond to audience questions for the session, 


“The Ukrainian Holodomor in the Context of Soviet 


Imperialism, © at Knox College, University of Toronto, on 28 October, 2016. From left to right: Mark von Hagen 
(Arizona State University), Frank Sysyn (University of Alberta), Liudmyla Hrynevych (National Academy of 
Sciences of Ukraine), and Bohdan Klid (University of Alberta). 


University noted that already by 
1921 the political activist Pavlo 
Khrystiuk had raised the question 
of Ukraine’s subordinate status, 
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as would the economist Mykhailo 
Volobuiev in the late 1920s, before 
an anti-colonial critique in Ukraine 
became impossible. 

In his presentation, Peter Gray 
(Queen’s University, Belfast) 
looked at how the Irish Famine does 
and doesn’t qualify as “colonial.” 
He noted that a contributing factor 
in that Famine was the portrayal of 
the Irish as “the other” by imperial 
British officials. Panel discussant 
Mark McGowan (University of To- 
ronto) praised Gray for providing 
often overlooked context. Janam 
Mukherjee (Ryerson University, 
Toronto), in his presentation "Веп- 
gal Famine—Famine in the Bengal: 
Colonialism and Causality,” noted 
that although that famine has been 
attributed to policies of Winston 
Churchill, these were “really only 
the tip of the colonial iceberg.” 
He explained the role of the estab- 
lishment of Calcutta as a military 
centre in war time, which included 
food procurement and distribution 
at the expense of its hinterland, as 
well as the self-interest of colonial 
and domestic actors who indulged 
in grain hoarding and speculation. 
The discussant, Andrea Graziosi of 
the Universita di Napoli Federico 
II, remarked on the suffering that 
can occur in a colonial situation 
during a war-time economy, the 
denial of famine by imperial pow- 
ers, and the attempted flight to cit- 
ies from the countryside in both the 
Ukrainian and Bengal famines. 

In the panel that concluded the 
first day, Professor Graziosi dis- 
cussed the Holodomor as an example 
of a twentieth-century political fam- 
ine and touched on the role played 
by the Irish and Ukrainian diaspora 
in maintaining historic memory of 
homeland famines. Genocide spe- 
cialist Rhoda Howard-Hassmann, 
professor emeritus of Wilfred Lau- 
rier University, discussed food as a 
right under international law and the 
factors common to criminal fam- 
ines as delineated by scholar David 
Marcus—deliberate removal of 
food, recklessness, incompetence, 
and indifference. Mark von Hagen 
pointed to the role that cities played 
in colonizing the countryside and 
cautioned against acceptance of the 
“reat man” theory, which would 
point to a Churchill or a Stalin to 
explain famines that in fact involve 
complex dynamics. 

HREC designed the Saturday 
program for the twenty early career 
scholars who came from across 
North America and from as far as 
India, Ukraine, Switzerland, the 
United Kingdom, and Ireland. In- 
stitutions represented included Ox- 
ford, Princeton, The New School 
for Social Research (NY), Queens 
University Belfast, Université de 
Montréal, and Kharkiv National 
University. Their research inter- 


ests range from famine relief in 
colonial India, visual culture of the 
Irish famine, hunger in twentieth- 
century Ghana, to empire and pub- 
lic health in the Caribbean in the 
twentieth century. 

Dr. Frank Sysyn, Director of the 
Peter Jacyk Centre for Ukrainian 
Historical Research (CIUS, Uni- 
versity of Alberta), provided a his- 
torical perspective on the evolution 
of Holodomor studies. Dr. Bohdan 
Klid of CIUS and co-editor of The 
Holodomor Reader: A Sourcebook 
on the Famine of 1932-1933 in 
Ukraine, discussed resources for 
incorporating the Holodomor into 
university courses. Andrij Makuch 
of HREC discussed rare eyewitness 
and survivor accounts. Marta Ba- 
ziuk, Executive Director of HREC, 
outlined resources available on the 
HREC website (www.holodomor. 
ca). Valentina Kuryliw, HREC Dir- 
ector of Education, discussed the 
inclusion of the Holodomor into 
school curricula in Canada and her 
workbook for teachers and students. 

In advance of the conference, 
Professors Graziosi and von Hagen 
had reached out to the early career 
scholars, asking them to lead the 
session “Empire and Colonialism: 
Questions and Methods. Joanna 
Simonow, a doctoral student at the 
Chair for History of the Modern 
World at the Swiss Institute of 
Technology in Zurich (ETHZ), pro- 
vided her perspective on the Ben- 
gal famine; Ryan Olsen, a graduate 
student in the Department of His- 
tory at Arizona State University, 
discussed his research on famine in 
the Horn of Africa in the 1970s and 
1980s; and Viktoria Khiterer, Asso- 
ciate Professor of History and the 
Director of the Conference on the 
Holocaust and: Genocide at Mil- 
lersville University, Pennsylvania, 
examined the Soviet Union in the 
context of empire and colonialism. 

Professor Rhoda Howard-Has- 
smann then discussed her 2016 
book State Food Crimes, outlining 
her approach to comparative geno- 
cide studies. The day ended with a 
public lecture in Ukrainian by Dr. 
Hrynevych on Soviet-era carica- 
tures that demonized Ukrainian 
kurkuls, priests, and “Petliurites” 
(ог “nationalists”) — propaganda, 
she argued, that was a factor in the 
realization of the Famine. 

The conference was organized 
with support from the Petro Jacyk 
Program for the Study of Ukraine 
at the Centre for European, 
Russian, and Eurasian Studies 
(CERES), University of Toronto; 
the Holodomor Research and Edu- 
cation Centre-Ukraine; the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Research and Docu- 
mentation Centre; and St. Vladimir 
Institute. HREC was established in 
2013 through the generous support 
of the Temerty Family Foundation. 
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Holodomor 
presentations made at 
Washington Embassy 


(HREC/CIUS)—A number of presentations related to the Holodomor 
were made at the Embassy of Ukraine in Washington DC, on November 
17. The evening event was organized by the Shevchenko Scientific Soci- 
ety, Washington DC Chapter, together with the Holodomor Research and 
Education Consortium (HREC) of the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 


Studies (University of Alberta) and the Ukrainian Congress Committee. 


of America. 

Oksana Shulyar, Counsellor, ‘Head of the Political Section of the Em- 
bassy, welcomed the audience to the historic Embassy building and 
spoke about the importance of the Holodomor to understanding Ukraine. 
Bohdana Urbanovych, Head of the Shevchenko Scientific Society, Wash- 
ington DC Chapter, also offered words of welcome. Andrew Sorokowski, 
the Shevchenko Scientific Society Secretary, introduced the evening’s 
speakers. 

Frank Sysyn, Director of the Peter Jacyk Centre for Ukrainian His- 
torical Research, Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, and editor in 
chief of the Hrushevsky Translation Project, spoke first about the evolu- 
tion of the study of the Holodomor in the West by the scholarly com- 
munity and his experience with the Harvard Famine Project, which sup- 
ported the work of James Mace and Robert Conquest. Dr. Sysyn is head 
of the executive committee of the Holodomor Research and Education 
Consortium and co-editor with Andrij Makuch of Contextualizing the 
Holodomor (2015) and with Andrea Graziosi of Communism and Hun- 
ger, to be published in 2017. 

Bohdan Klid, Director of Research at HREC and co-editor with Alex- 
ander Motyl of The Holodomor Reader: A Sourcebook on the Famine 
of 1932-1933 in Ukraine (2012) gave an overview of HREC’s major 
publication projects. These included the publication of memoirs from 
the Ukrainian Cultural and Education Centre of Winnipeg (Oseredok), 
Holodomor testimonies gathered by Ukrainian writers Volodymyr 
Maniak and Lidia Kovalenko in 1989, and a collection of translations 
into English of scholarly articles written by Ukrainian scholars. HREC 
Executive Director Marta Baziuk then described activities of HREC 
that engage scholars from a range of fields and prompt them to consider 
the relevance of the Holodomor to their disciplines and its integration 
in their work. Larysa Kurylas, the design architect and sculptor of the 
Holodomor Memorial in Washington DC, then described the genesis of 
the Holodomor Memorial design and challenges in its execution. 

Liudmyla Hrynevych, Director of the Holodomor Research and Edu- 
cation Centre in Kyiv and a Senior Scholar at the Institute of the History 
of Ukraine, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, gave a presenta- 
tion entitled "Голодомор та мова ненависти у сталінській пропаганді" 
(The Holodomor and the Language of Hate in Stalinist Propaganda). She 
demonstrated how Soviet caricatures of Ukrainian “kulaks,” Orthodox 
priests and other Ukrainian figures were used to foster hatred towards 
these groups as a prelude to their destruction. 

The presentations were followed by a question and answer session and 
a reception hosted by the Embassy of Ukraine. 


Latest Minsk talks fail 
to reach breakthrough 


(RFE/RL)—Talks in Minsk on resolving the conflict in eastern Ukraine 
have ended with the foreign ministers of Russia, Ukraine, France, and 
Germany all saying no new breakthroughs were made. 

German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier said the November 
29 meeting in the Belarusian capital concluded with negotiators far from 
reaching a political agreement that includes local elections — one of the 
key points of the February 2015 Minsk Agreement. 

But Steinmeier said he still hopes for progress on implementing the 
Minsk accords in order to bring an end to fighting between Ukrainian 
government forces and Russia-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

Steinmeier also held out the prospect that full implementation of the 
measures agreed in Minsk in September 2014 and February 2015 could 
lead to the lifting of international sanctions imposed against Russia over 
its role in Ukraine’s conflict. 

Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Paylo Klimkin blamed Russia for the 
standstill at the November 29 meeting, saying Moscow would not agree 
to any of the key priorities set out in the talks. 

Klimkin also said Kyiy and Moscow have a fundamental difference of 
opinion on how a path to peace would look. 

Ukraine has accused Russia of deploying 5,000 to 7,500 regular army 
units in eastern Ukraine and gathering a force of 55,000 troops near Rus- 
sia’s borders with Ukraine. 

Russia denies it has any troops in eastern Ukraine. 

Russia's Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said it was not possible to 
agree to further steps at the November 29 meeting. But he said “work 
will continue.” 

Гаугоу also rejected the idea of setting up a militarized monitoring 
mission in southeastern Ukraine under the auspices of the Organization 

for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

The Russian foreign minister said: “There will be no militarized mis- 
sions either of the OSCE or any other organization, contrary to what 
Kyiv has been saying from time to time.” 

France's Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault said “all the elements of 
the Minsk accords must be put in place” and that there is still Зап enor- 
mous amount of work to be done.” 
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Presenters at the Holodomor event. Left to right: Oksana Shulyar, Dr. Frank Sysyn, Larysa Kurylas, Marta 
Baziuk, and Bohdan Klid. 
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Ukranian Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin (left) and NATO Secretary- 
General Jens Stoltenberg at their meeting in Brussels on December 7. 


NATO chief urges continued 
pressure on Russia over Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg has called for 
continued diplomatic pressure and sanctions on Russia until Moscow 
respects a February 2015 agreement aimed at ending the conflict in 
eastern Ukraine. 

“The international community must keep pressuring Russia to respect 
its obligations, especially while the security situation in eastern Ukraine 
remains so serious,” Stoltenberg said after talks with NATO and Ukraine 
foreign ministers in Brussels on December 7. 

“1 believe sanctions are an important tool to send a very clear message 
that we do not accept the kind of aggressive behavior — the illegal 
annexation of Crimea and the destabilizing behavior in eastern Ukraine 
— which Russia is responsible for,” Stoltenberg added. 

Stoltenberg’s comments on the need for renewing sanctions on Russia 
come amid doubts about their effectiveness and cost, and fears that U.S. 
President-elect Donald Trump may take a more conciliatory line with 
Moscow. 

Trump, who is set to succeed outgoing President Barack Obama in 
January, has spoken positively about Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
expressing a desire to mend battered bilateral ties with Moscow and 
saying he would examine the possibility of lifting sanctions targeting 
Russia in response to its actions in Ukraine. 

Separately, German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier said 
he expected EU leaders to prolong sanctions on Russia when they meet 
in Brussels next week. 

EU President Donald Tusk also said last month he was confident the 
sanctions would be approved before an EU leaders summit on December 
USE 

Stoltenberg said there was a “massive increase in cease-fire violations” 

- in Ukraine’s east, where fighting between government forces and Russia- 
backed separatists has killed more than 9,600 people since April 2014. 

He said hundreds of explosions are sometimes reported daily, including 

many caused by heavy weapons banned under the Minsk peace accords. 
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Lithuanian ex-defense minister: 
Ukraine needs stronger military 


By Olena Goncharova, Kyiv Post, 

Rasa Jukneviciené; a Lithuanian 
lawmaker and former defense min- 
ister, is certain that Ukraine’s suc- 
cess as a free democratic country is 
a way to stop Russia’s expansionist 
ambitions. 

To do so, Ukraine needs to keep 
boosting its defense capabilities 
which Lithuania successfully did. 

It also allowed a former member 
of the Soviet Union to join NATO 
which Ukraine also sets as an ul- 
timate goal. It was inevitable for a 
nation of three million to join the 
alliance because few of the Lithu- 
anians thought they could stand 
alone against their powerful neigh- 
bor. 

Russian annexation of Crimean 
peninsula in early 2014 pushed 
the country to increase its mil- 
itary budget and buy more military 
equipment. This year, the govern- 
ment has agreed to purchase 88 
Boxer armored fighting vehicles 
from the German-Dutch consor- 
tium ARTEC for some $437 mil- 
lion. They come equipped with 
Israeli-made turrets. Now a tiny 
Baltic state is spending about $650 
million on its defense and has 
planned to allocate nearly $766 
million in 2017. 

Lithuanian armed forces had a 
long way to secure their positions. 

“We built our armed forces from 
scratch,” Jukneviciené explained 
in an interview with the Kyiv Post 
during the Sth annual Tiger Confer- 
ence held at the Kyiv Hilton Hotel 
on Nov. 29. “New people came 
into the ministry of defense (after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union), 
so that was the first success. The 
personnel, (they were) pro-Western 
people.” 

But many mistakes have been 
made, Jukneviciené who served as 
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PHOTO -- KOSTYANTYN СНЕВМІСНКІМ 
Rasa Jukneviciené, a member of parliament in Lithuania and its jormer 
defense minister, speaks at the Security and Defense panel on Noy, 29. 


minister of defense from 2008 to 
2012, explained. 

In 2004, when the country joined 
NATO, many in Lithuania had an 
understanding that “the history (of 
their army) is over” and the govern- 
ment minimized the armed forces: 
“We were concentrating only on 
international participations, like 
(missions) in Afghanistan, for ex- 
ample, but not on our own defense 
and that was a huge mistake.” 

According to  Jukneviciené, 
Ukraine fell into the same trap dur- 
ing ex-President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych regime. “When I was visiting 
your country as the defense min- 
ister I saw that (the armed forces) 
were diminishing and you post- 
poned conscripts,” she says. 

Lithuania reintroduced limited 
conscription in 2015 after abol- 
ishing it in 2008, four years after 
the country joined NATO. At least 
3,000 young people are enlisting 
per year since then, but it’s not 
enough for building a robust army, 
Jukneviciené adds. 

For Lithuania, Finland’s ex- 
ample worked out the best. 

“They have strong professional 
armed forces together with very 
well prepared reserve in case of 


mobilization,” Jukneviéiené told - 


the Kyiv Post. “We call it mixed 
armed structure. Professionals are 
the backbone of our armed forces 
and also we build up the reserve.” 

Right now the country relies on 
15,839 active military personnel, 
including 4,665 military officials 
in reserve. Also, there are around 


12 percent of women in Lithuanian 
army. 

“Tt’s popular to serve in the army,” 
the former defense minister said. 
In Ukraine, however, soldiering is 
still seen as a man’s job. Ukrainian 
women are not allowed to serve as 
sappers, military drivers, photog- 
гарбет5 or chemical warfare spe- 
cialists. In all, there are at least 500 
professions women are forbidden to 
take under the country’s unreformed 
Soviet-era labor code. 

Despite this, many women have 
actually managed to find jobs in 
the military and continue to serve 
their country. Over 30,000 women 
hold various positions in the armed 
forces, according to the statistics 
provided by the Defense Ministry, 
At least, 14,500 are listed as com- 
bat personnel. 

But right now, Jukneviéiené 
argues, territorial defense—is~ out 
most important for Ukraine. 

“According to Russian under- 
standing, the Russian Empire is 
impossible without Ukraine. Rus- 
sia has had the same understanding 
of its territorial borders since 16th 
century,” Jukneviciené said. For 
Ukraine, conscript armed forces is 
the solution: “Every young guy has 
to serve in the army and get mil- 
itary education.” 

Jukneviciené is also certain that 
Europe should help Ukraine to 
continue its path to democracy and 
not let the Kremlin destabilize the 
situation. “Putin perceives dem- 
ocracy as weakness. His goal is to 
make it even weaker.” 


Saakashvili holds rally in support of 
new political movement in Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—A diverse crowd of about 1,000 people turned out in cen- 
tral Kyiv for a rally in support of a new political movement headed by 
Mikheil Saakashvili, the reformist former Georgian president who has 
launched a second political career in Ukraine. 

Saakashvili launched the New Forces movement and called for early 
parliamentary elections, days after he quit his job of governor of the 
Odesa region on November 7 and accused President Petro Poroshenko of 
coddling a corrupt elite. 

Poroshenko had brought Saakashvili in to govern Odesa as part of an 
effort to conduct reforms in Ukraine, where entrenched graft and a costly 
conflict with Russia-backed separatists who hold part of the eastern Don- 
bas region is hobbling progress following the pro-European protests that 
pushed Moscow-friendly President Viktor Yanukovych from power in 
2014. 

The rally on November 27 brought a mix of young and older people, 
many waving Ukrainian flags and some holding flags of the European 
Union — one of the symbols of the Euromaidan protests. 

Saakashvili repeated his call for early elections and promised, “We 
will win, we will return Ukraine’s wealth to its people and will recover 
its potential.” 

He told supporters he knows how to “make Ukraine great...and we will 
do it together.” 

Saakashvili vaulted to power in Georgia’s peaceful 2003 Rose Revolu- 
tion and led the country for almost a decade, but his party was defeated 
by an opposition coalition in 2012 parliamentary vote. 
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Corruption 
watchdog flip-flops 
on Poroshenko’s 
Spanish villa 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—A Ukrainian ‘corrup- 
tion watchdog has changed its pos- 
ition on whether President Petro 
Poroshenko should have declared 
ownership of a Spanish. seaside 
villa, raising questions about the 
state agency’s independence from 
the presidential administration. 

Poroshenko’s ownership of the 
multimillion-dollar luxury villa 
was discovered during an inves- 
tigation conducted by RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service. The investiga- 
tion, published on November 10, 
also uncovered Spanish properties 
owned by two of Poroshenko’s 
close political allies. 

The revelations raised eyebrows 
because the properties were not 
listed in mandatory asset declara- 
tions that officials were required 
to have filed by October 30 as part 
of a new, International Monet- 
ary Fund-backed push to promote 
transparency in Ukraine. 

While Poroshenko’s administra- 
tion argued that the president did. 
not need to declare the villa because 
he declared ownership of the com- 
pany to which the villa belonged, 
the government’s National Agency 
for the Prevention of Corruption 
(NAPC) initially said otherwise. 

Deputy NAPC head Ruslan 
Radetskyy originally told RFE/RL 
in the course of its investigation 
that, by law, a public official sub- 
mitting a declaration “must specify 
all property that belongs to him, 
through a company or as an indi- 
vidual.” 

But in response to a follow-up 
inquiry, Radetskyy wrote in an 
English-language e-mail to RFE/ 
RL on November 21 that: “As long 
as Petro Poroshenko and members 
of his family do not use the prop- 
erty mentioned to gain profit, and 
the legal entity owning this prop- 
erty disposes of the latter on its 
own, this property is not a subject 
for e-declaration, in accordance 
with the law.” 

The response came just days after 
RFE/RL discussed the president’s 
ties to the Spanish villa with Dmy- 
tro Shymkiv, a deputy head of 
Poroshenko’s administration, and 
after RFE/RL had been told by 
Yarema Dukh, a communications 
official in the presidential adminis- 
tration, that the NAPC was eagerly 
awaiting a fresh inquiry about the 
villa. 

"І understand it’s something 
new,’ Dukh wrote to RFE/RL 
regarding the president’s use of 

.the villa and the e-declaration re- 
quirements, adding that the NAPC 
“reached me asking whether 
[somebody from RFE/RL] is still 
on the story.” 

Direct contact between the two 
offices regarding the ownership of 
the villa was something that Olek- 
sandra Drik, president of the Kyiv- 
based Civic Lustration Committee, 
an NGO that monitors anticorrup- 
tion reforms, says should not have 


occurred. 

“Definitely there is influence [on 
the NAPC] from the administration 
of the president,” Drik told RFE/ 
RL. “I can see from what they say, 
from how they act and how they re- 
act to certain facts, that they are not 
independent,” she added, referring 
to members of the NAPC. 

Radetskyy’s latest interpreta- 
tion of the e-declaration law is also 
open to question. Dmytro Kotlyar, 
an anticorruption expert who co- 
authored the law, told RFE/RL that 
“Poroshenko should have probably 
declared the villa, rather than not.” 

Kotylar also said that Radetskyy’s 
comment suggests that the NAPC 


had completed an examination of | 


the president’s declaration. This, he 


further suggested, would have been | 
impossible in the short amount of | 


time between RFE/RL’s inquiries. 


Each of the more than 100,000 e- | 
declarations submitted are long | 
and detailed, and require extensive | 


work to be thoroughly vetted. 

Moreover, Kotylar continued, 
the NAPC “can’t even do it yet 
legally,” because the legal proced- 
ure to conduct declaration checks 
“has not entered into force.” That 
will occur only once the Justice 
Ministry officially publishes the 
registration of the procedure — 
and it had not yet done so as of 
November 28. 

Daria Kalenyuk, executive dir- 
ector of the Kyiv-based NGO Anti- 
corruption Action Center, wrote 
to RFE/RL, saying the NAPC’s 
about-face reveals that “we might 
have a serious loophole in [the] law 


which allows officials to hide their | 


luxurious property behind shell 
corporations and avoid criminal 
liability.” 
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Веселех Свят і Щасливого Нового Року! 
Христос Раждається! 
Wishing you а Blessed апа Glorious Christmas! 


LIQUOR EXPRESS 


Spirits * wine * beer 


James Boyko 


12727 - 50th Street 
Edmonton, АВ T5A 418 
Tel/Fax: 780-473-0957 


12625 - 153 Avenue 
Edmonton, АВ Т5Х 5X8 
Tel/Fax: 780-473-2155 


email: liquor-express@hotmail.com 


UCPBA 


Ukrainian Canadian 
Professional & Business 
Association of Calgary 


З Різдвом Христовим та Новим Роком! 


As ме enjoy the blessings of life іп Canada during this very special 
time of year, our hearts and minds turn to our brothers and sisters 
in Ukraine. We extend to them this heartfelt wish: may the coming 
year bring peace and prosperity to Ukraine and her people. May 
God watch over Ukraine and bless her sons and daughters cheng 
for their freedom and beloved homeland. 


Слава Україні! 


Quick, Convenient 
Meal Solutions 


Whole Wheat Perogy Reuben 


5 CHEEMO Whole Wheat Perogies 
1%0z. Sauerkraut 

3 07. Corned Beef (shaved or thin sliced) 
2slices Swiss Cheese 


Pan fry frozen CHEEMO Whole Wheat Perogies for 4 
- 5 minutes per side, and arrange on plate. Distribute 
sauerkraut evenly over perogies. Arrange corned beef 
evenly over the perogies and sauerkraut. Place cheese 
slices on the corned beef. Cooking options: Place in 
microwave for 40 seconds to melt the cheese or bake 
in oven at 175°C (350°F) for 10 minutes. Serve with 
Dijon mustard and pickles. 


For more recipes visit www.cheemo.com 


Potato, Sour Cream & 
Chives 


Potato & Three 
Cheese 


Potato, Bacon & Romano 
Cheese 


Potato & Cheddar 
Cheese 


Potato, Spinach & Feta 
Cheese 


SHUMKA оо КОЛО 


CHORUS 


г 


Іп а historic first, two of North America’s premier Ukrainian performing 
arts ensembles present an evening of song, music, dance and bandura, 


celebrating Taras Shevchenko'’s legacy. 
MARCH 18, 2017 
Sony Centre for the Performing Arts 
MARCH 19, 2017 
Chrysler Theatre + St.Clair College Centre For The Arts 
у APRIL 8-9, 2017 


Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 


To purchase tickets online and for more information, please visit 


www.shumka.com - www.bandura.org 


"Едтопіоп'з Citie Ballet; 


Ukrainian Мем/з/Українські вісті, Dec. 8 - 31, 8 - 31 грудня, 2016 


Shumka, Bandurists 
join forces for Kobzar 


To stage joint performances in Edmonton, Toronto, and Windsor 


(Bottom Line Productions)—In a historic 
first, two of North America’s premier Ukrain- 
ian performing arts ensembles present an 
evening of song, music, dance and bandura. 
Celebrating the legacy of Ukraine’s national 
poet Taras Shevchenko, the Ukrainian Ban- 
durist Chorus of North America and Canada’s 
Ukrainian Shumka Dancers will stage joint 
performances in Toronto (March 18), Windsor 
(March 19) and Edmonton (April 8 & 9). 

The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus of North 
America (UBC) has had Taras Shevchenko 
as its patron for almost all its 100-year his- 


| tory. Furthermore, musical works arranged 


around the words of Shevchenko’s poems 
have been central to the UBC’s repertoire. 
Through the strings of their banduras and 
male voice chorus, the UBC has brought 
to life the already-moving lyrics penned by 
Ukzaine’s national poet. Since the UBC’s in- 
ception in 1918, songs like Reve ta Stohne, 
Dumy Moyi, and Zapovit along with dozens 
of his other poems have been performed by 
the UBC in concert halls across North Amer- 
ica, Western Europe, Ukraine and Australia. 

“We are excited to share the stage with the 


| Ukrainian Shumka Dancers, an organization 


who shares our passion for Ukrainian history, 


| song and music,” says UBC Artistic Direc- 
| tor and Conductor Oleh Mahlay. “Shumka’s 


Kobzar brings to life the importance of Taras 
Shevchenko 10 people of Ukraine and around 


й the world. This is close to home for us, as 


songs written to the words of Shevchenko’s 
poems have been a core part of our repertoire 
since our beginnings a century ago. It is truly 
fitting the great artistic and spiritual legacy of 
the great Ukrainian bard brings our two storied 
ensembles together - and reminding us, more 
than two centuries after his birth, the deep im- 
pact Shevchenko can still have on humanity.” 


Also inspired by Shevchenko, the Ukrain- 
ian Shumka Dancers’ newest piece, entitled 
Kobzar, uses folk and character dance to bring 
his poignant message to the stage. A kobzar 
was an itinerant Ukrainian bard who sang to 
his own accompaniment played on a multi- 
stringed bandura or kobza. Kobzar is also the 
name of Shevchenko’s famous book of poems, 
often referred to as his ‘literary monument to 
freedom.’ Its first editions — published in 1840 
- were censored by the czar, but prevailed to 
play a key role in galvanizing the Ukrainian 
identity even to this day. 

“Taras Shevchenko was an artist, a poet... 
a visionary. He was - and remains - the con- 
science and the voice of the Ukrainian people,” 
says Shumka Creative Director John Pichlyk. 
In Kobzar, Shumka wishes to honour the poet’s 
gift and to extend his voice through the move- 
ment, visuals and music of a dance theatre 
production. The vast legacy of Shevchenko’s 
work — specifically, the universal relevance of 
his words — inspired Shumka to probe not only 
the power of his voice in his own time, but to 
explore its relevance in the world today.” 

Basing its narrative on four ‘pillars’ of 
Shevchenko’s thought — destiny, soul, cour- 
age and hope — Shumka explores the time- 
lessness of his expression. Premiered in April 
of 2016, Kobzar delves into the emotional 
struggle of many of the world’s nations as 
they strive to break free from oppression and 
unite in hope to fulfill their destiny. Under the 
creative Pichlyk, Kobzar’s artistic team in- 
cludes choreographic lead Viktor Lytvynoy, 
music composer Yuri Shevchenko, costume 
designer Maria Levytska and visual artist 
(for stage projections) Valeriy Semenko. 

Tickets start at $25. For more details please 
visit shumka.com, bandura.org, ticketmaster. 
ca, chryslertheatre.com. - 


Резпоигпо Shumka, with quests його 
Viter Ukrainian Folk Choir, 


and Ukraine's Virsky & Kyiv Ballet companies 


Dec 29 & 30, 7:30 рт & Dec 30, 2 рт 
Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 
Tickets: 1-855-985-5000 or 
www-ticketmaster.ca | www.shumka.com 


Presented by Northgate Industries Ltd. 
Sid and Nellie Braaksma 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, Dec. 8 - 31, 8 - 31 грудня, 2016 
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« Dec 30, 2 рт 

Nerthern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 

Tickets: 1-855-985-5000 or 

0 - www-ticketmaster.ca | www.shumka.com 


Presented бу Northgate Industries Ltd. 
| Sid and Nellie Braaksma 
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